Summer Getaways: Road Trip Tips, Favorite Vacation Restaurants, and 
Highlights in San Diego, Philadelphia, Ottawa, and Small-Town Kentucky 
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Forever. 


Decades ago, clinical trials opened 
new doors for people battling HIV & AIDS. 
Today, they may be key to eradicating HIV infection forever. 


The University of Minnesota recently launched new HIV clinical studies. 
But to be successful, we need your help. 


You can make a difference if you're: 


Diagnosed HIV+ 
18 years or older 


Interested in the clinical trials process 


Were forging new paths in the fight against HIV & AIDS. 


Compensation and time requirements vary. 
Find out more at hiv.umn.edu or call (612) 625-7472. 
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One of our most popular 
events is back for 2014! 


Enjoy an evening under the stars as the 
Minnesota Twins take on one of their 
division rivals, the Kansas City Royals. 


Order tickets online through the 
Minneapolis Movie Bears 
www.minneapolismoviebears.com 


Mason’s Restaurant and Barre 
528 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 


Remember to wear your favorite white shirt so 
the OUT in the Stands crowd really stands OUT! 
Be sure to stay after the game for a special 
fireworks display. 
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Call 612-827-5481 for your Free In-Home Consultation! 


Visit our Website for our Current Promotional Specials. 


www.BuildersandRemodelers.com 
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LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 7 


MAY 29-JUNE 11, 2014 | ISSUE 496 


LAVENDER 


FEATURE: SUMMER GETAWAYS 
24 San Diego 

30 Philadelphia 

34 Ottawa 

38 Kentucky 

42 Favorite Vacation Restaurants 

46 Making a Getaway 


SPECIAL: FASHION QUARTERLY 
48 Lav.fash™ 


OUR LAVENDER 

12 From the Editor 

14 A Word in Edgewise 

15 Lavender Lens 

17 Bear With Me (While | Tell You About)... 


OUR SCENE 

17 Music: On the Record 
18 Barometer 

19 Bar Showcase 

20 Arts: Spotlight 


OUR LIVES 
56 Leather Life 


OUR AFFAIRS 
57 Books 
58 Big Gay News 


OUR RESOURCES 

61 Classifieds 

62 The Network 

64 Community Connection 


OUR VOICES 

59 Skirting the Issues 
60 Dateland Lieberman. 
60 Trolin 

66 Through These Eyes 


ON THE COVER 

Justin Jones & Brandon McCray as Lav.fash™ on location 
at the Cargill Lounge of the Walker Art Center. All clothes 
provided by Nordstrom (details on p. 50). Hair by Tedd - 

Bakken. Makeup by Brett Dorrian Artistry Studios. Styling Online Magazine Prizes 


by Brian Trinh. Assistance by Brandon David Reshetar. 
Photography by Kyle Lieberman. Available on www.LavenderMagazine.com: Our Online Magazine, read it on 


your computer, iPad, iPhone, or DROID. Prizes, register to win. Exclusive content 
only online, not in print. 


8 | LAVENDER | MAY 29JUNE 11, 2014 


If this doesn't scare you away from 
marriage, let us help file your joint 
tax returns! 


$50 joint return reviews 


We'll show you what your 2012 returns would 
have looked like if you filed jointly. 
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Business Consulting and Certified Financial Planning with NO 
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612-379-1393 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Out & About 


Lavender is celebrating our second Lav.fash™ issue as well as 
providing pages full of summer getaways for you to consider. How 
they fit together is open for interpretation, but when you ponder what 
you'd like to wear around town or on your getaways look to the Lav. 
fash™ pages for inspiration thanks to Justin Jones and Brandon Mc- 
Cray who are pictured on our cover. 

Occasionally we get letters here at Lavender. When we do and it's 
reasonable feedback, 1 like to give it some attention. Rather than write 
a piece myself, ГА rather highlight two topics that are very germane 
to this Summer Getaways Issue. 

First, this Letter to the Editor was sent just after our Spring 2014 
Wedding Issue. It has been edited for length and the visual aids were 
removed: 


We are writing in response to an ad in the Lavender Spring 2014 Wedding 
Issue on page 58: 

"Africa is... LOVE. Naturally. 

For an EXTRAORDINARY journey of romance." 

It is with such shock and dismay that we write! It is shocking that Lavender 
staff would place this ad at a time when atrocious infringements on GLBT 
rights in many African countries have been recently covered in mainstream 
news. Dozens of gay and lesbian African citizens are behind bars in Africa, 
awaiting trial on sodomy charges or already convicted under anti-gay legisla- 
tion that, according to Amnesty International, exists in 38 African countries! 

In Nigeria, the president's move prompted a flurry of arrests, as well as riots 
outside a court where Africa’s GLBT community face trial for engaging in gay 
sex. In Uganda, activists worry that the law, and the president's accompanying 
speech branding homosexuality "disgusting," will incite homophobic attacks! 

What this means for any same sex couple who travel to Africa, is that, 
depending to which country they travel, a gay couple caught kissing can be 
locked up for life, or more likely, beaten to death! So can someone found to have 
touched another person "with the intention of committing the act of homosexu- 
ality." Rights groups found guilty of supporting homosexuality can be shut down 
and their directors jailed for up to seven years, or even worse, beaten or killed 
by people in the African community who are homophobic! 

To post an ad like this one, proposing that Africa is a "romantic getaway" 
for a same sex couples is an endangerment to the GLBT community that you 
claim to service! 

As a lesbian couple planning to marry next year we would never consider 
Africa as a place to celebrate our LOVE in a romantic fashion nor recommend 
Africa as a place for any same sex married couple to travel to for a romantic 
getaway! We would warn them not to go! Considering the intense hatred being 
advocated by the political leaders of Africa, and the laws they are enacting to 
support this hatred, homosexuality, in Africa, is viewed as one of the greatest sup- 
posed threats facing the continent: a root of all social, economic, and political ills! 

Considering the well-publicized news on anti-homosexuality climate that 
currently exists in Africa, why would a well known gay magazine, such as Lav- 
ender, publish an ad recommending Africa as a safe place for a same sex couple 
to celebrate their love and romance? 

We hope never to see this ad in future issues of Lavender magazine. 

Sincerely, 

Angela Curtis and Sharon Mandel 


I want to thank Angela and Sharon for writing this letter. It’s valid 
and worth everyone’s time to consider. It was thoughtful and courteous 
and shows that there is a great need for the community to be critical of 
its choices. To the point of allowing an ad in an issue, it was a good ad, 
attractive and truthful, as argumentative as any of them, really. From an 
editorial standpoint, Lavender gives the readers information and power 
to make decisions. We present various ideas in various ways, and ulti- 


Photo provided by Carla Waldemar 


mately leave the decisions to each reader. John Townsend has written 
about problems in Uganda in the magazine for years. If you follow us 
online, especially via Big Gay News, we regularly report atrocities hap- 
pening in different countries in Africa. But, as a counterpoint, we also 
know that Africa's a large continent, and that GLBT people travel there 
with relative ease and safety. As with anywhere, we all need to enter a 
territory knowing what we might expect. And that is why we need to 
call travel agencies such as the one that placed this ad, to talk about cir- 
cumstances in other countries and safety options. I'm sure those agen- 
cies would not recommend that anyone visit the nations where it would 
be unsafe to do so. But that, ultimately, is up to each person. You’ve 
made your choice and I don’t disagree with it. But, there are places in 
the United States that aren’t comfortable for travel, either, for some of 
us, and where same-sex couples probably shouldn’t kiss in public, ei- 
ther. (Not to the point of being arrested, but still not safe.) Sad but true. 

What we do with our travel articles in this magazine is tell you our 
stories as we try to objectively experience different regions and coun- 
tries. We vouch for a locale when we include it in our pieces, with the un- 
derstanding that everyone experiences things differently. But, if we are 
credible to you, our stories can be good references for your own travel. 

Pm pleased to announce that our primary travel writer, Carla 
Waldemar, has been recognized with two writing awards for pieces 
published in Lavender. The Midwest Travel Writers Association, a tal- 
ent pool of breadth and depth, gave 2nd Place honors to two of Carla’s 
articles, one about Norway (in the international category) and one 
about Kansas City (in the Midwest sites category). Congratulations 
and thanks go to Carla for continuing to write for Lavender as well as 
a number of other outlets. We are fortunate to have someone of her 
caliber informing us about travel locales near and far. 

Thank you for reading...and thank you for being critical of what 
is presented to you. How we all learn and develop is often through 
each other. 

With thanks and wanderlust, 

Andy ш 
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What's Your Plan? 


Roya Moltaji, CFP*, СҺЕС®, CASL™ 


Financial Planner, Financial Services Representative 
Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor™ designation 


TH E | | | | | | Д | = 2013 Quorum Business Leader of the Year 
301 Carlson Parkway, Suite 300 
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PRIDE PARADE EVENTI | Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 
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years Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (МИС), New York, NY 

10036. Securities products and investment advisory services offered 9) 
by MetLife Securities, Inc. (MSI)(member FINRA/SIPC) a registered /2 
investment advisor. MLIC and MSI are MetLife companies. 
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ar 
QUITPLAN 


LIVE BURLESQUE 


ENTERTAINMENT 
FROM VICTORIA DEVILLE 
MUSIC BY DJ DAVID B 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT 
ONEHEARTLAND.ORG/NEWS-AND-EVENTS 


PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT 


Й ea rtl g N Qr You know the reasons to quit smoking: family, health, money. That's why the new 
e = QUITPLAN" Services is just here to help. With free tools to help you quit your own way. 
Visit quitplan.com or call 1-888-354-PLAN. 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Anthropomorphism: A Two-Way Street 


Anthropomorphizing-attributing human characteristics to beings 
that are not human-hides a darker implication. By dismissing any 
legitimacy of animal feelings, you label those beings as “non-us,” and 
justify their exploitation. 

This reasoning is applied to other homo sapiens when we deem 
others-different ethnicities, colors, religions, sexualities—as not real- 
ly human, open to use and abuse. In 1787, the Three-Fifths Compro- 
mise was the degree of humanity allotted slaves when determining a 
state’s total population for constitutional purposes. 

Even we are not exempt. In 1991, David Chamberlain’s paper, 
“Babies Don’t Feel Pain: A Century of Denial in Medicine,” assert- 
ed that for centuries, “Babies were sub-human, prehuman,” as the 
16th-century Luis de Granada said, a “lower animal in human form.” 
Until 1985, revealed Chamberlain, “the public was unaware infants 
were routinely operated upon without benefit of pain-killing anesthe- 
sia,” and that “babies were typically given a form of curare to para- 
lyze their muscles for surgery, making it impossible for them to lift a 
finger or make a sound of protest!” 

Not surprising, people dismiss the concept of elephants mourn- 
ing, ravens solving multi-step, tool-using problems, or captive orcas 


showing distress upon hearing recordings of their family members 
in the wild. 

A growing trend is to assist creatures that have been irrevers- 
ibly injured, that only recently would have been put down without a 
second thought. Oscar, a cat maimed by a combine harvester, under- 
went a three-hour, first-of-a-kind bioengineering operation, an exo- 
prosthesis, mimicking the manner in which deer horns grow from 
bone. Oscar is now back on his “feet,” walking, running, jumping. 

Veterinary expenses are immense, and derided by many, but 
Oscar’s new procedure may prove to be useful in treating human 
amputees. The amount of money spent shows how great a value the 
owner places on his animal, but also, in a society where money is the 
bottom line, may indicate a growing belief that other creatures have 
intrinsic value. 

The problem with the word “anthropomorphic” is its anthrocen- 
tricity, if you will. A dolphin recognizing itself in a mirror is not “act- 
ing” like a human, it is behaving like a dolphin. More creatures than 
we yet admit share feelings and emotions built into their own DNA. 
For our and Earth’s mutual benefit, we need to realize our shared 


Family Law/Divorce • Domestic Partnerships 
Child Support · Business & Civil Litigation 
Criminal Defense - Wills/Powers of Attorney 


4 
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You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 
American Family Insurance Company 
American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
wwwamfam.com © 2008 


== 
AMERICAN FAMILY A 


All your protection under one roof” 
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dbartell@amfam.com 
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Follow us @lavmag 


Providing affordable legal services to the LGBT community since 1992 
Offices conveniently located at Highway 280 and University Avenue 
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4649 Bloomington Avenue 


Minneapolis, MN М EKER e 


612.333.5554 
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OUR SCENE 


"BEAR" WITH ME (WHILE I TELL YOU ABOUT)... | 
BY BARRY LEAVITT 


SAINTS & SINNERS 
May 30-31 ¢ 8pm 
Ritz Theater • 345 13th Ave. NE, Minneapolis 

Have you been naughty or nice? Is that an angel on your shoulder 
or a little devil? Either way OutLoud! will sway you into guilty musical 
pleasures when they return to the Ritz Theater this spring. You won’t 
want to miss the good boys of OutLoud! misbehavin’. You'll have a 
devilishly good time. Visit www.tcgmc.org for more information. 


FUNHOUSE 
May 30 • 10pm - 2am 
The Venue + 315 First Ave. N., Minneapolis 

WerQ Events kicks off their second year with a new party at a new 
space. Funhouse - the new laser light dance party and video arcade 
event. DJ Braden Thomas will warm up the night with an intoxicating 
opening set paired up with DJ ME Don't miss the 180 video screens, 
LED wall, video arcade and the Function One sound system, not to 
mention the special effects and goodies WerQ events always brings. 
Free before 11pm, $10 after. Get there early. Search “WerQ Events — 
Funhouse” on Facebook for more information. 


AN IRISH HOOLEY 
May 31 + 7:30-9pm 
Lake Harriet Bandshell е 4135 W. Lake Harriet Pkwy., 
Minneapolis 

Join One Voice Mixed Chorus and The Hounds of Finn for a 
spirited Irish Hooley on the shores of Lake Harriet. Clap your hands, 
tap your toes, sing along, and dance a jig to send One Voice off in style 
on our tour of Ireland. FREE and family-friendly! Search “An Irish 
Hooley” on Facebook for more information. 


GRAND OLD DAY 
June 1 
Grand Ave., St. Paul 

The largest 1-day festival in the Midwest, Grand Old Day brings 
together people of all ages and interests and some great people 
watching. The only requirement is that you like having fun! Whether 
you're looking for the best summer parades in Minnesota (complete 
with candy, of course!), Minnesota music festivals to jam out to, some 
of the best fair foods Minnesota has to offer, or just some good old 
Minnesota family fun activities in the sun - St. Paul’s Grand Old Day is 
the place to be! The festival features 4 “districts,” along Grand Avenue, 
stretching from Fairview Avenue to Wheeler Street. With the Family 
Fun Activities District, the Home & Garden District, the Sporting 
District, and the Entertainment District, it is one of the best Twin Cit- 
ies events for people of all ages and tastes. The event is free to attend. 
Visit www.grandave.com for more information. 


BECAUSE: A COMMUNITY GATHERING 
June 6-8 
University of Minnesota * Minneapolis 

The BECAUSE Conference is the annual conference of the Bisexual 
Organizing Project, dedicated to building an empowered bisexual, 
pansexual, fluid, queer, and unlabeled (bi*) community in the United 
States. Allies are enthusiastically invited to participate in this fantastic 
experience! BECAUSE, which stands for “Bisexual Empowerment Con- 
ference, A Uniting Supportive Experience,” is welcoming and inclusive 
of all people, including but not limited to people of all genders, gender 
identities, sexual orientations, sexes, relationship orientations, races, 
ethnicities, national origins, abilities, religions, sizes, political affiliations, 
and others. Visit www.becauseconference.org for more information. ш 


ARTS & CULTURE | ON THE RECORD | BY ED HUYCK 


кума ТАНЕ 
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w Brick Road 

This arrives as a deluxe reissue 40 years after its original release, as fresh and 
beguiling as the day it was first released. In 1974, John was at the height of his 
songwriting and performing power, in the midst of an epic run of albums (this 
was his eighth in four years) that cemented the pianist's lifelong reputation. The 
album’s classics—from “Candle in the Wind” to “Saturday Night's All Right for 
Fighting” and beyond are here. It’s a rare double album without a moment of filler 
on it; the less familiar tracks pack just as much punch as the hits. Alas, the second 
disc features a set of uninspired cover versions of the famous tracks and then part 
of a live show. It’s a flat end to a great set. 


| al 


DAMON ALBARN £veryday Robots 

Damon Albarn has always had a dark, somber side, but when inside the likes of Blur 
or Gorillaz, that was tempered by explosive musical fits of fancy. His solo debut high- 
lights the dark and quiet, and stays pretty moody throughout. The opening line of the 
title track lets us know what's on his mind: “We are everyday robots on our phones.” 
This sense of isolation through technology permeates the album, coming to the fore 
in tracks like “Lonely Press Play.” Musically, there's plenty of interesting texture, aided 
by numerous collaborators, including mood master Brian Eno. It all combines to make 
an intriguing listen that defies easy and quick judgment. It’s an album that demands 
repeated listens, and one that rewards the listener for their efforts. 


CYNDI 
APER 


Р 


CYNDI LAUPER She's So Unusual 
Now that my formative years are several decades in the past, the albums of my youth 
are getting the deluxe reissue treatment. Three decades ago, Cyndi Lauper’s debut 
owned a large chunk of my high school. The singer’s bright look, bubbly voice, and 
danceable tunes carried the day. Thirty years on, those elements are still strong, 
as is a deeper understanding of the message behind the pop. The album spawned 
a string of massive hits, from “Girls Just Want to Have Fun” to “Time After Time” 
to “She Bop.” The album is deep however (seven of the nine full-length tracks were 
issued as singles), which means the pleasures continue on throughout. The basic re- 
issue is pretty sparse, though the “deluxe” version does include demos and b-sides. 


IGGY AZALEA The New Classic 

Well, you can’t say this young Australian ex-pat isn’t bursting with confidence, 
as the album title indicates. The heavily tipped hip-hop singer has been ready to 
explode for a couple of years, and her debut has earned her a number one album. 
This is a slick collection of hip-hop and modern dance music that is at its best—or 
at least, most interesting—when Azalea is the focus of attention and rapping away. 
The big-name guests don’t do much more than add some clout on the album cred- 
its, while her singing is largely just passable. Musically, the sound digs quite a bit 
deeper than the simplistic dance music pallet. She takes cues from a large swath of 
electronic music, giving the music needed texture. E 
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SCENE 


BAR & CLUBS | BAROMETER 


BY GEORGE HOLDGRAFER 


Imperial Court of Minnesota Sponsors 


Saloon Hosts Pre-Cruise “Bon 
Voyage” Party 

One of the most popular annual 
Pride events is always the Pride 
Boat Cruise on the Mississippi Riv- 
er. This year, the Imperial Court of 
Minnesota is sponsoring the Pride 
Boat Cruise on June 22, exactly a 
week before the Pride Parade and 
Festival, aboard the Minneapo- 
lis Queen paddleboat of Paradise 
Charter Cruises. 

The Pride Boat Cruise departs 
at 5:30 PM from Bohemian Flats, 
2200 West River Parkway, Minne- 


Pride Boat Cruise 


à 


ний hah 
Т. wel 


apolis—just north of the Univer- Photo courtesy of Paradise Charter Cruises 


sity of Minnesota West Bank and 
the Washington Avenue Bridge. Boarding takes place 15 minutes 
prior to departure. 

The Saloon bar, 830 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis, is hosting a 
pre-cruise “Bon Voyage” Party on June 22, 3-5 PM. It features drink 
specials, food, and fun. The first 50 participants will get complimen- 
tary round-trip transfers to the cruise. 


PRE-CRUISE “BON VOYAGE” PARTY 
June 22, 3-5 PM 

830 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 

(612) 332-0835 

www.saloonmn.com 


Tickets for the Pride Boat 
Cruise are $25 in advance. Pur- 
chase them online at www.imp- 
courtmn.com/event.htm. Tickets 
will also be on sale at the dock from 
4 PM to the departure time on the 
day of the cruise. 

ICOM is a local nonprofit that 
raises thousands of dollars each 
year for local charitable organiza- 
tions. 


PRIDE BOAT CRUISE 

June 22, 5:30 PM 

Bohemian Flats 

2200 W. River Pkwy., Mpls. 
www.impcourtmn.com/event.htm 


ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR HEATED SMOKING PATIO 


JUKEBOX + VIDEO GAMES • 756 POOL TABLES • 


PINBALL 


DARTS + PULL TABS • ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN: MON.-FRI. З РМ-2 AM е SAT.-SUN. 1 PM-2 AM 


Singles Pool 
і ‘TOURNAMENT 


Sun., June 15 - 4 PM 


Zn 


41 3 4 
RTENDER 


NEVER A COVER CHARGE 
И) "like" us on Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1952 
facebook 19 W. 15th St., Minneapolis • (612) 871-5553 • www.19bar.itgo.com 
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BAR & CLUBS | BAR SHOWCASE | PHOTOS BY GEORGE HOLDGRAFER 


> EAGLEBOLTBAR MAY 11, 2014 


> GAY 90'S | MAY 11, 2014 


LGBTQ Community 
and its Allies ROBICHAUD 
ANDERSON & 


6 1 2-333-3343 ALCANTARA РА. 


e Worker's Compensation 
e Auto Accidents/ Personal Injury 
e Immigration/ Fiancé Visas 

е Family Law 


95 COVER 
www.bandfamous.com 


sponsored by www.phonixintl.com. 21+ ЕМ El N T 
www.robichaudlaw.com 
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ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Crimes of the Heart. Photo by Joan Marcus 


sure the audience gets to see that. 
There's a trap when you're working 
with political satire to play such ex- 
tremes in characters that their true 
humanity gets lost. Andrew Jackson 
came to power in a time that was 
filled with so much racism, bigotry, 
and chauvinism that even a Fox 
News Anchor would think it’s offen- 
sive. And Jackson has the reputation 
of being a very angry product of that 
time. But you don’t want to just show 
that anger or the audiences will tune 
out. No one wants to pay to see an 
asshole rant for two hours. The real 
challenge is making sure the audi- 
ence gets to see the part of Jackson 
that loved his wife, his family, and 
his country and who was affected by 
his past. You have to have a healthy 
balance of satire and honesty to 
make a character that an audience 
can connect with and Steven and I 
have been working toward finding 
that balance.” 


BLOODY BLOODY ANDREW JACKSON 
June 6 - 29 

New Century Theatre, 615 Hennepin Ave. 

City Center, Mpls. 

(612) 455-501 

www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


When one thinks of Minneapolis Musical Theatre one thinks of 
classic American musicals or contemporary musicals that feel like 
they run in the classic tradition. Rock musicals don't seem to fit the 
image. But it's always good to try new things and rock musicals are 
still musicals and have been actually shoring up their reputations as 
works to be reckoned with. Michael Friedman and Alex Timbers's 
take on the most controversial pre-Civil War President is one of 
those. Director Steve Meerdink points out that "the score of the 
show is rock. Most songs are meant to comment on the action within 
the show rather than further the plot. I think the idea of mixing the 
historical elements of defining the Democratic party and Jackson's 
rise to the presidency with a score that feels very hip and modern 
makes the show more accessible to today's audience. The mixture 
of the past with present presentation styles makes this satirical politi- 
cal rock musical more relevant to the political scene today. Ilove the 
way the authors have mixed present and past within the script and 
style of presentation. I find the whole show to be quite entertaining!" 

Philip Matthews, who plays Jackson at Hennepin Theatre Trust's 
New Century Theatre, says that the man "is a very complicated 
character and one of the biggest challenges for me so far is making 


CRIMES OF THE HEART 
Through June 15 

Guthrie Theater 

818 So. 2nd St., Mpls. 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


The Guthrie has staged its fun- 
niest production in years with the 
1980 contemporary classic Crimes 
of the Heart by Beth Henley. When 
you see director Marcela Lorca's 
sparkling staging you will under- 
stand why the comedy won both 
the Pulitzer Prize and the Tony. 
The production captures early 
1970s small town Missisippi with 
a striking balance of bold strokes 
and subtle ones. The story involves 
three sisters (echoes of Chekhov?), 
two of whom are in their 20s and 
one, protagonist Lenny (Maggie 
Chestovich), who has just turned 
30 at the start of the play. It's 
unique because of its penetrating, 
not to mention hilarious, insights 
about struggles particular to young 
women reeling from the choices 
they made at early ages—the 
profound wages of youth. Lenny 
has stayed at home to look after the 
ailing grandfather who raised the 
sisters after their mother's unusual 
suicide. Her sacrifice has made 
her settle for being single because 
of mistaken ideas she holds about 
herself. Meg (Georgia Cohen) has 
returned from California and a 
failed singing career that she had 
vainly hoped would catapult her to 


stardom. And Babe (Ashley Rose 
Montondo) has shot her abusive 
husband. Babe's actual crime is 
what sets the play in motion but the 
crimes that one commits upon one's 
self by denying one's self-worth are 
Henley's central concerns. 

'This trio of actresses ingeniously 
gets to the play's deep emotional core 
while delivering laughs born of the 
foibles Henley reveals in them. Call it 
a human comedy. Lenny's attraction 
to the seemingly unattainable Doc (a 
likable and comfortable-in-his-skin 
Sam Bardwell), brings out a competi- 
tive streak when the far more glamor- 
ous Meg seems to make moves on 
him. In addition, Meg is volatile and 
has an arrogant streak. On one 
hand, her disregard for Lenny's one 
birthday present, a box of chocolates 
she helps herself to, shows a brazen 
sense of entitlement, but when push 
comes to shove we know the two care 
deeply about and love each other. 
And they both rally round Babe who 
goes to desperately comic lengths to 
keep everyone from finding out about 
the real circumstances around why 
she shot her husband. 

David Darrow turns in a touch- 
ingly gangly performance as a 
green lawyer who takes on Babe’s 
problematic case in the face of 
resistance by Meg. Sarah Agnew is 
terrific and nimble as judgmental 
cousin Chick, a woman steeped in 
very specific criterion about how 
people are expected to act. Though 
over a century has passed in the 
house since the Civil War, it’s as 
if the hierarchies that were set in 
place long ago have a peculiar kind 
of grip on everyone. Clint Ramos’s 
costumes, from polyester to tra- 
ditional working class, subtly and 
splendidly capture how the early 
7708 look crept into the fixed char- 
acter of conservative Mississippi. 
James Youmans's striking set has 
the front of the turn of the 19th 
century house so that we see the 
front cut away as we look inside on 
the characters. Mark McCullough's 
lighting nicely suits the comedy and 
the changing hours of the day. 

In 1980 the political correctness 
of American liberalism had not yet 
set in. Though Henley does not 
come off in the least as a conser- 
vative, she doesn't have us judge 
against one of the sisters having 
sex with a minor of another race, 
nor does she resist the humor in a 
woman's suicide and the murder 
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Hennepin County Library 
Minneapolis Central 
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June 7, 2014 
ST. ANTHONY PARK 


ARTS FESTIVAL 


10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


Y 70+ juried artists 


Como & Carter, St. Paul 
Art, Activities, Music & Food 
at the steps of 
St. Anthony Park Library 


sapfest.org 
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SPOTLIGHT 


of an animal. Those who judge those as insensitive fail to see the 
way humor can be used to come to grips with painful issues and 
truths. These are layers of what is a rich multi-layered comedy that 
is clearly surviving the test of time. The Guthrie has a summer 
comedy sensation on its hands with this fabulous take on Crimes of 
the Heart. 


FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLYING: 
THE OVERPOPULATION EXHIBIT 
Through May 30 

Bloomington Theater and Art Center 
1800 W. Old Shakopee Rd., Bloomington 
www.btacmn.org 

June 6 - July 31 

Cargill Hall, Minneapolis Central Library, 
300 Nicollet Mall, Mpls. 

(612) 543-8000 

www.hclib.org 


Visual artist John Schuerman has curated an arresting and 
unsettling exhibit that cautions on the entitled sense that humans, 
overpopulation, corporations, scientific technology, and government 
inaction have destructively wielded against our planet. Whether we 
are enjoying ourselves or going about our expected responsibilities 
and duties, we overlook the consequences of what we are doing 
in the process. As monied interests and right-wing agendas claim 
there’s not a problem, too many people are being conned by it. Too 
many people and too little focus on the waste we create are making 
for a toxified future that may be closer than we think. 

Sarina Brewer uses animal skins, maché, urethane foam, and wire 
with Turducken, an evocation of a bird mutation with three heads: 
one of a chicken, one of a turkey, and one of a duck. Keith Possehl’s 
Oil Spill uses pigmented inkjet paint to show the top of a hand where 
unruly oil partially drenches a green nature setting. I was reminded 
of just how little upset there was by the American public over the 
BP oil spill. Suzanne Skon’s excellent mixed-media-made Uprooted 
seems pretty at first until you realize it comments on the uprooting of 
flowers and, by extension, other parts of nature, possibly in sacrifice 
to human technology and its expansion. Schuerman’s own hard- 
hitting Too Many Little Piggies shrewdly uses a map of the world and 
the classic fairy tale to convey how economic nation powers target 
unprivileged children into irrevocable devastation. 


with honey than vinegar.’ The people 
he condescends to band together and 
decide to give him his comeuppance, 
so it’s something of a wish fulfillment 
for the audience, who can imagine 
any blowhard in their lives getting his 
or her due.” Beukema echoes Brat- 
lie when he says that the characters 
in the play “break all sorts of rules to 
follow their hearts.” 


TWELFTH NIGHT 

June 6 - 22 

Various Locations in the Twin Cities Metro Area / 
Primarily Outdoors 

All Performances Free and Open to the Public 
(612) 234-7135 

www.theatreprorata.org 


In the land of Illyria, deception, cross-gender illusion, and mis- 
taken identities make for comedy. So you’ve probably guessed the 
playwright already: William Shakespeare. The play: Twelfth Night. 
The company: Theatre Pro Rata, a group that has distinguished 
itself on the producing of plays of the English Renaissance of 
monarchs Elizabeth and James. Artistic Director Carin Bratlie notes 
that “one of the really progressive things about Twelfth Night is that 
gender is almost completely negated. It’s just about love. We’ve 
swapped some of the genders as well but aren’t disguising them in 
any way. Gender just isn’t important in the fanciful world of Illyria, 
love is what’s important.” 

Acclaimed actor David Beukema plays the coveted role of the 
selfdeluded Malvolio who turns up his nose at everything around him. 
Beukema shares that “there is an incredible paradox to him. He's this 
total misanthrope who thinks he’s surrounded by idiots. But he’s also a 
vicious social-climber who has never learned that ‘you catch more flies 


SHREK THE MUSICAL 
Through June 15 

Children’s Theatre Company, 
2400 Third Ave. So., Mpls. 
(612) 874-0400 
www.childrenstheatre.org 


The must-see Shrek the Musi- 
cal, for all its brightness and fun, 
has some profound ideas running 
through it about the way our self- 
image is imprinted on us as individu- 
als by family and the world. 1. That 
the judgements we assume others 
hold against us may well be illusory 
and that we, ourselves, are the ones 
who then ostracize our own selves 
and not those we may wrongly think 
are against us. 2. How unchecked 
ambition can manipulate negative 
self-image to its own ends. 3. And 
yes, it’s also a metaphor for racism, 
though it actually goes beyond that. It 
makes every single attentive watcher 
consider how he or she judges by 
the way a person looks. And we all 
do. And our judgments are not only 
about race but about carriage, facial 
beauty, body shape, dress, etc., etc., 
etc. This makes Shrek universal in a 
way similar to the musical, Wicked. 

At Children’s Theatre, director 
Peter Rothstein has staged a sumptu- 
ous production that surpasses the 
Broadway tour that came through a 
while back. And that production was 
terrific. But Rothstein’s actors have 
a way of mining the anguish beneath 
the surface of their well-paced and 
-timed madcap acting style. More- 
over, the design elements are far rich- 
er. Reed Sigmund plays Shrek, the 
green ogre ostracized by his parents 
simply because that’s just the way it 
is in their limited view of life. That 
said, the musical’s numerous fairy 
tale characters are trapped in their 
identities and Pulitzer-winner David 
Lindsay-Abaire’s book and lyrics are 
about cracking out of and potentially 
transcending those identities. 

Obviously, Shrek makes a 
typically faulty formative decision. 
Having been thrust into the world 
too early on, he assumes he must 


be mean and aggressive in order to 
get by and have his own little patch 
of swamp. His sights go no higher. 
Unworthiness has been codified 
into him by parents and the world 
and further reinforced by his own 
limited consciousness. However, 
Fate intervenes when the pettily 
tyrannical Lord Farquaad (Adam 
Qualls) tasks Shrek to rescue Prin- 
cess Fiona (Autumn Ness) from 

а castle surrounded by hot lava in 
order to make her his Queen so 
he can illegally capture the throne 
to the kingdom. If he succeeds 
Farquaad will not evict him from 
his swamp, or so he says. Playing 
Sancho Panza to Shrek’s reluctant 
Don Quixote is Donkey (Ansa Ak- 
yea). The two actors have created 
a crackling and lovable comic duo 
that charms kids and grownups 
alike. Qualls is deliciously nasty as 
the spoiled rotten Farquaad who 
thinks he is entitled to anything or 
one he wants. Qualls has mastered 
the added challenge of playing the 
character as a man of small stature 
who must scoot around on the 
floor. The effect is hilarious. 

For those unfamiliar with Ness, 
she’s one of those comic actresses 
who you will likely enjoy a lot even 
if you've never seen her before. But 
for those familiar with her work, she 
may actually seem ever more (here 
Igo with that overused word, but it's 
pertinent here) amazing! She rivals 
Brave New Workshop's Lauren An- 
derson as the region's top comedy 
actress so that gives you an idea of 
just how exceptional she is. Like 
Anderson, Ness is a grand master of 
slapstick. She and Sigmund, having 
been in many productions together 
also and have their own special 
wildcat duo energy. It's joyful to see 
them in a show together. 

Michael Matthew Ferrell's 
choreography crosses dance styles 
with dazzling flair. Music Director 
Denise Prosek and conductor Vic- 
tor Zupanc capture the irreverent 
spirit of Lindsay-Abaire's lyrics and 
Jeanine Tesori's music. 

Rich O. Hamson's costumes are 
marvelously faithful to fairy tale 
archetypes, though with a special 
comic twist. Kate Sutton-Johnson’s 
set beautifully evokes the sensual 
green landscape the characters 
inhabit as Paul Whitaker’s lighting 
brings vibrantly dramatic variation 
to this colorful action-packed musi- 
cal comedy. Bi 
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Minneapolis Central Library 
300 Nicollet Mall Pohlad Hall 


Discuss this award-winning 
queer documentary 


AN 
ANDR Register online www.hclib.org 
or call 612-543-8000 


Hennepin County Library 
Minneapolis Central 


Minnesota Lynx vs. 
Phoenix Mercury 
Sunday, June 15 • Noon 


Enter at LavenderMagazine.com 
SEE YOU IN THE LYNX LAIR! 


THE OSCAR-WINNING FILM 


NOW ON STAGE 


JUNE 18-23 


ORPHEUM THEATRE 


IN PERSON: State Theatre Box Office (no service fees) 
BY PHONE: 800.982.2787 GROUPS 10+ SAVE! 612.373.5665 


омиме: HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


[————— PRESENTED BY ————— 
HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 
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KATHLEEN 
WATSON 


When the Minnesota winter got too cruel, many people looked for opportunities to venture 
away from our frozen tundra. After viewing one beach picture too many on social media, my 
fiancée Krissy found us some cheap tickets to San Diego, where the weather promised to be 

70 degrees at all times. When the glorious day of our vacation arrived, we gleefully traveled 
through snow and slush to board our plane, swimsuits and sandals in tow. As we basked in 
the glory of the California sun, we adventured through different areas of San Diego, delight- 
ing in the unique activities each area had to offer. Here’s our affordable and adventurous list 
of the best things to do while exploring San Diego, California in any season of the year. 


Kathleen lands after her flight at Torrey Pines 
Gliderport. Photo by Krissy Bradbury 
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IN THE! WOODS) 


Create ‘ar FO REN 


4 Seasons " 7 Unique Dwellings 
Heart of the Solana State Forest on the Soo Line Trail 


www.ShireintheWoods.com 
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OUT TWIN CITIES 


FILM FESTIVAL 


OTCFF and RECLAIM present a trans positive romantic comedy: 


Thursday, June 5 at 5:00pm 
Theatres at Mall of America? e Tickets: otcff.org 


The Waterbury Group at 


а 
Sponsored by: p { Morgan Stanley 


app 


Free iOS and Android 
app available now. 


7704002145 
DÖK: 


Real College Radio 


«( 
Our staff of experts are waiting to custom design your special event. 


*Full On-Site Catering Service Online Reserva! One complimentary 
* Variety of Menu Choices *PlayZone Hourly Child Care with Group Discounts standard room with a 


*Linens, China, Silver Place Settings * Group discount on Hotel rooms. 20 room pick-up. 


Contact the Hotel Convention Sales Department + 1.800. WIN.CASH, Ext. 8011 


PON 39375 County Hwy 24 * Morton, MN Ф 1.800 WIN.CASH РА 
У jackpotjunction.com • dacotahridge.com a Eon 


THE EXCELSIOR-LAKE MINNETONKA CHAMBER PRESENTS 


Artist: Chad Jerzak 


ON THE LAKE 


Saturday & Sunday, June 14-15 


10 minutes west of І-494 on Highway 7 in Excelsior 
Shuttle bus available at Minnetonka High School 


Artist: Betsey Harries 


Sponsored by: 
Beacon Bank e Chaska Valley Family Theater e Lawn Ranger 
Renewal by Andersen e Small Planet Foods e Venture Photography 


www.Excelsior-LakeMinnetonkaChamber.com Ki /ExcelsiorArtontheLake 


THE (ALMOST) 
NAKED TRUTH 
ABOUT A ROCKIN’ 
PRESIDENT 


Music and Lyrics by 
MICHAEL FRIEDMAN 


Book by 
ALEX TIMBERS 


Directed by 
STEVEN MEERDINK 


JUNE 6-29 - NEW CENTURY THEATRE STREET LEVEL AT CITY CENTER 


IN PERSON: New Century Theatre (по senice fees) BY PHONE: 612.455.9501 
ONLINE: HennepinTheatreTrust.org GROUPS 10+ SAVE! 612.455.9525 
ee] 


at the flaw CENTURY THEATRE 


b al em 
Minneapolis M Musical Theatre 


Rare Musicals. Well Done. 
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The Basics: 


WHERE TO STAY, HOW TO GET AROUND 


We stayed at Inn at the Park, a historic, GLBT-friendly hotel consisting completely of boutique suites; 
each room has a glorious bathroom and kitchen decorated to evoke a glamorous 1920s feel. We delighted 
in waking up with the sun streaming in from the huge windows and preparing some coffee before starting 
our adventures. The hotel staff is friendly and welcoming, and the concierge provides the best sugges- 
tions for local restaurants and GLBT bars, and can even point you to the most romantic places to watch the 
sun set over the ocean. Located right across from Balboa Park, free street parking for the hotel is ample, 
but a very affordable valet service is also available. We found it easy to park on the street and explore the 
Hillcrest neighborhood on foot. From the exceptional, personal service to the beautiful rooms, Inn at the 
Park provides a pleasantly surprising hotel experience. 

Our vacation was as fun-packed as possible, thanks to the prime location of our hotel in the Hillcrest 
neighborhood and the beautiful little Prius we rented for the week. Though San Diego has public transit, 
we found that a car was the quickest way to get to the beaches and to the outer areas of San Diego. The 
roads and highways were well-maintained and rarely crowded, and free parking was abundant near the 
beaches and around Balboa Park. The best part about renting the Prius was the mere $12 it cost to refill 
the tank after a week of car rides. 
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Andy's Sage Fried Chicken Benedict at Hash 
House A Go Go is probably the best food 
creation ever. Photo by Krissy Bradbury 


Hillenest Nei : 


GLBT AND FRIENDS 


The Hillcrest neighborhood is the best place to be if you're GLBT! 
Dubbed the official GLBT neighborhood of San Diego, Hillcrest is full 
of shops, restaurants, bars, and boutiques that welcome people from all 
walks of life. As a mostly residential area, Hillcrest was safe and clean at 
all hours of the day and night. The nightlife was especially hoppin' on the 
weekend, with drag queens and queers streaming down the sidewalks to 
one of many gay bars. 

Though the dining options are endless in Hillcrest, we fell in love 
with a tiny storefront called Oscar's Mexican Seafood, which sells amaz- 
ing fish tacos. The delicious food was served up by the sweetest young 
men that even the gayest of ladies would consider to be eye candy. We 
also stopped in at Hillcrest Brewing Company, the first gay-owned and 
-operated brewery in the country, to have some craft beer and pizza. 
To our delight, all the menu items were named after naughty gay puns. 
Krissy fell in love with the Crotch Rocket Irish Red while I favored the 
Banana Hammock Scotch Ale. We struggled to choose one pizza out 
of many delicious options and settled on the BBQueer Chicken pizza, 
though the Meat Packer and the Sweet Hot Pig were tempting. Fortified, 


we explored the neighborhood at dusk, passing The Gossip Grill bar, 
which was packed to the brim with queer women. Word on the street is 
that Gossip Grill’s “Finger Me Friday" event is the best ladies’ night in 
Southern California. 

In a league of its own stands Hash House A Go Go, a restaurant with 
food so life-changing that you have to plan to eat there more than once. 
We went for breakfast two days in a row, and it took all our willpower to 
not go again. With reasonably priced, ginormous portions that can only 
be described as indulgently excessive, we struggled both times to fin- 
ish one plate between the two of us. On our first trip, we chose to share 
Andy's Sage Fried Chicken Benedict made with farm-fresh ingredients. 
The crispy, succulent chicken was made even more heavenly by the dec- 
adent hollandaise sauce that oozed over a scratch biscuit. We waddled 
out of there with huge grins plastered on our faces, only to return the 
next morning to try the Butterscotch Almond Flapjack. Measuring over 
14 inches in diameter, I barely made a dent in my half before I experi- 
enced an extreme sugar rush that was totally worth the eventual sugar 
crash. Though Krissy made a very respectable effort to eat the majority 
of the flapjack, we were able to save a portion large enough for a mid- 
night snack that evening. (And yes, it was still magically delicious.) Don't 
be deterred by the wait at Hash House A Go Go; either get there early 
or join the throngs of people sipping on free coffee as they wait outside 
the small venue. You'll be glad you waited around for what is arguably 
the best breakfast ever. 
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Balboa Park Torney, Pines 


the San Diego Zoo, SeaWorld, and even local 
amusement parks. If you’re set on visiting all 
the tourist attractions within a few days, this 
Go Card is the best way to get the most bang 
for your buck. 


І 
І 

І 

І 

І 

- As the cultural center of San Diego, Bal- In our opinion, the most worthwhile venture you can make is to head north 
| boa Park holds most of the city’s museums to Torrey Pines. First, stop at the Torrey Pines Gliderport and splurge on para- 
І and gardens. This urban cultural park was gliding sessions that take you sky high over the million-dollar homes on the 
І the home of the first World’s Fair, the 1915- coastal cliffs. Even scaredy-cats (like me) can enjoy catching the wind with a 
| 1916 Panama-California Exposition. It’s easy certified instructor on a tandem para-glide. If you want to amp up your ride, ask 
i to spend hours meandering around the art- your instructor to show you some crazy stunts! For the faint of heart, take a mo- 
І fully designed buildings and beautiful gar- ment to grab a delicious sandwich at the Cliff Hanger Café and watch adventur- 
І dens present on the 1,200 acre campus. Plan ous para-gliders and hang-gliders in flight. 

І to spend a whole day exploring every corner 

of the San Diego Zoo, which is renowned for Below the Gliderport is Black’s Beach, San Diego’s only official and legal 
І its panda exhibit. А free tour bus circumnavi- nude beach. Though it’s a steep hike down to the waterfront, Black’s Beach 
І gates the majority of the zoo, but we found boasts the best waves for surfing and for letting it all hang loose. If you’re lucky, 
! that the zoo was best experienced by foot. you can make a congenial nudie friend who can tip you off to other nude spas and bathhouses in the 
| Then, plan another day to walk around Bal- area. After scaling back up the cliffs, drive up the coast toward Torrey Pines State Reserve, a park with 
і boa Park’s many gardens and museums. We easy trails through the 

І enjoyed the Museum of Мап, а museum of ocean-side cliffs. We plot- 

! anthropology that contains excellent special ted our course to end 

exhibits (including one on the history of tor- up descending onto the 

І ture). If you plan to pop in to several of the beach and spent the rest 

І museums or special gardens, consider риг- of the afternoon wave- 

І chasing а San Diego Go Card. The pass gives jumping in the clear Pa- 

you discounted access to all the museums, cific waters. 

І 

І 

І 

І 

І 

І 

І 

І 

І 
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SRR 


La доба. 


There are beaches aplenty on the Cali- 
fornia coast, but we particularly liked La 
Jolla Beach due to the natural wildlife and 
ecosystems. Take advantage of one of La 
Jolla Kayak’s guided kayak tours, and learn 
about the history of the area. Dolphins and 
leopard sharks accompanied us on our kay- 
ak down the coastline as sea lions basked 
in the sun on the cliffs above. If the tide is 
low, your guide may be able to escort you 
into caves that once connected to historic 
speakeasies. We found the trip to be less 
strenuous than we expected, but riding the 
waves back to shore thrilled our adventur- 
ous spirits. 


The F i 
toe O Dus 


Plan to watch the sun set over the 
ocean from multiple locations throughout 
your trip. Drive across the bay to Coro- 
nado Island, where you can watch the sun 
slip behind the ocean next to the famous 
Hotel Del Coranado. The beach below the 
hotel is a popular place for surprise propos- 
als, wedding ceremonies, and lovers of all 
ages to walk hand in hand along the ocean. 
Don’t miss the sunset at Sunset Cliffs, ei- 
ther. The rocky and slightly dangerous 
terrain does nothing to prevent romance 
seekers from viewing the sun as it melts 
into the sea. Since each sunset is unique, 
plan to take along a camera to capture the 
beautifully painted sky. 

Though we gravitated toward the more 
adventurous outdoor activities, San Diego 
is the ideal vacation location for any sort of 
traveler. Whether you're looking for some 
prime retail therapy, an immersion into his- 
tory and art, or a break from reality on the 
ocean shore, you'll find what you're look- 
ing for (and more) in San Diego. 

For more information about San Diego 
or to start planning your trip to paradise, 
visit www.sandiego.org 


= ES 
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PHILADELPHIA 


BY 
ANDY LIEN 


If you’re like me and have been to Philadelphia before, you will have already gotten a glimpse into the history 
of the storied town. There’s Independence Hall, the Liberty Bell, Elfreth’s Alley, Rittenhouse Square, and so many 
more historic locations that can be covered in a sort of survey tour of the city. Here’s where we go further into the 
arts and culture scene that has elevated Philly to the status of being informally referred to as the “sixth borough” of 
New York, as well as visit the history that goes into greater breadth and depth beyond the basics. 
Recently, I had the opportunity to visit Philadelphia for a long weekend that coincided with OutFest, the fall 
GLBT festival which is the largest Coming Out Day street festival in the world, set in the Gayborhood. We had arts 
on the itinerary and fashion on the brain, getting an exclusive preview of the Patrick Kelly: Runway of Love exhibit 
that is currently showing at the Perelman Building of the Philadelphia Museum of Art. With fashion on my mind, I 
give you this short list of what to do and where to dine, with the theme of Fashionable Philly at the fore. 


FASHION FORWARD: 7 ke Works 


Artists push us forward, whether depicting the past, reflecting the present, or divining the future. 
Philadelphia’s museums showcase an impressive array of art and artists and, until November 30, you 
can find a stunning collection of fashions by Patrick Kelly at the Philadelphia Museum of Art's 
Perelman Building. Patrick Kelly: Runway of Love is an expansive retrospective showcasing around 80 
fashion ensembles that were recently presented to the Museum as a promised gift by Kelly’s business 
and life partner, Bjorn Guil Amelan, and Bill T. Jones. Kelly was an American-born designer living in 
Paris who created bright, bold, and joyful creations and, I'd say, gave inspiration to such present-day de- 
signers as Paul Frank. Kelly died of AIDS on January 1, 1990, after too short a time in both the fashion 
world and the larger global community. 

Conveniently located near one another, the other museums provide an exquisite fix for the art 
aficionados. Of particular note are the Rodin Museum, the National Constitution Center (where 
I saw the most heart-wrenching touring exhibit, Capture the Moment: The Pulitzer Prize Photographs), 
and the Barnes Foundation (to make it even more interesting, be sure to watch The Art of the Steal 
beforehand). 

When you want to grab some food to go or eat in the hubbub of organized chaos, head to the Read- 
ing Terminal Market. Nowadays, it’s packed with vendors and eaters alike, but it was established 
in 1893 and is the nation’s oldest continuously operating market and, I've been told, the model that 
Midtown Global Market in Minneapolis might have been based upon. Whether a quick stop or a long 
stay, you'll find plenty of what you're looking for at the market (and plenty of what you didn't know you 
wanted). 

Note: The steps of the Philadelphia Museum of Art were made especially famous when Sylvester Stallone 
climbed them to the triumphant tune of "Gonna Fly Now" in the movie "Rocky." 


COME INTO FASHION: The (Пива, 


Our hotel was a stylish haven in the middle of everything. The DoubleTree Hilton Philadelphia in the 
heart of Center City is on the Avenue of the Arts, what Broad Street has been dubbed. Adjacent to 
the Gayborhood, it is within walking distance to many clubs, restaurants, and a number of arts- and 
entertainment-centered venues. Across the street is The Academy of Music with its flickering gaslights 
of yore and the sleek and modern Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts that was fashioned to 
accommodate multiple performances in four unique spaces. From large touring Broadway shows to 
small performances like the preview of Lisa Lampinelli's stupendous one woman-show that we saw 
as it was being workshopped for Broadway, the Kimmel Center's events calendar is something you 
should check as you're making your plans for your visit. Dine at IndeBlue Indian restaurant for pre- 
entertainment fare in luxe surroundings; I savored a sampling of different flavors of Roti as well as the 
spice of Bacon-Wrapped Bison Sheekh Kabobs before my pleasing entrée of Osso Bucco Pork Vindaloo. 
Note: Be sure to look up while you're in the Kimmel Center's Verizon Hall, the first modern concert hall 
built in the 21st century, and note how it's shaped and designed to look like a cello. So lovely. 
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IN A TIMELY FASHION: The Rights 


І “Get Your History Straight and Your Nightlife Gay” is the tagline for Philadelphia’s GLBT- 
І oriented travel marketing campaign, which celebrated its 10-year anniversary in November 
i of 2013. Now, as the state of Pennsylvania celebrates a brand-new uncontested overturn of a 
І same-sex marriage ban, there’s new history being written. Coming from Minnesota and cities 
І that аге younger than Philadelphia, it is heartening to stand where our Constitution was writ- 
! ten and realize that the rights for the GLBT community are finding a place there as well. Just 
i across the street from Independence Hall is a sign that says GAY RIGHTS DEMONSTRA- 
І TIONS July 4, 1965 - 1969 marking the protests that preceded even the Stonewall Riots in 
І our nation’s history and helped begin the fight for civil rights. To stand there, between the Lib- 
І erty Bell and Independence Hall, and realize the significance of events that happened there 
| almost 50 years ago is a subtle, but worthwhile, experience. If you plan a trip to Philadelphia in 
i 2015, check ahead of time for events commemorating this 50th anniversary. 

І The fact that the nine-block Gayborhood exists just four blocks away from City Hall makes 
| it central and visible. Learning about the area from the locals, there is talk that it’s becoming 
І 

І 

І 

І 

І 

І 

І 

І 

І 

І 

І 

І 

І 

І 

І 


less relevant as a geographical safe spot for the community due to social networking apps and 
the ability to be out anywhere, but there is still plenty of history to be found in the Gayborhood. 
Unfortunately, the groundbreaking GLBT bookstore, Giovanni’s Room, which was as much 
a social and activist organizing spot as a place to buy books, recently closed, ending an era. 
But, other locations of cultural and historical interest to the community are still open in the 
Gayborhood, such as the William Way LGBT Community Center which we toured when it 
was open during OutFest. 

If you’re visiting on a weekend, start your day in the Gayborhood with brunch at Mixto. 
While sitting in the gently lit second story of the restaurant, I cradled a cup of strong coffee 
and my companions rallied with mimosas. Then, we proceeded to eat our way through Ecua- 
dor, Argentina, Colombia, Mexico, and Cuba (I had the Ecuadorian Breakfast of carne asada 
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served with two eggs, sweet potato fries, white rice, and shredded 
lettuce topped with pico de gallo and tostones). 

Or, for a fine dining experience at lunchtime (or any other 
time) in the Gayborhood, I highly recommend Little Nonna’s. 
Its owners, Valerie Safran and Marcie Turney, not only have a 
number of hotspots in the Gayborhood but were also 2014 James 
Beard Semifinalists for Outstanding Restaurateur. At this charm- 
ing little gem of a restaurant, I enjoyed the Shaved Salad of fen- 
nel, celery root, radish, olive oil, lemon, parsley, and locatelli, and 
happily made way for the Spaghetti and Meatballs of beef, veal, 
and pork fontina-stuffed meatballs, with smoky meat marinara and 
parmesan. The ambiance is casual chic and even the washrooms 
delighted our lunch party. 

Note: A handy map of the Gayborhood is available for download 
on www.visitphilly.com. Also on the website, you can study up on The team behind Little Nonna's (and so much 
BYOB restaurants and find them using an interactive map...bring 1 more) Valerie Safran (left) and Marcie Turney. 
your own bottle and bring your own fun. Photo by С. Widman for Visit Philadelphia" 


OLD-FASHIONED: The History 


In Philadelphia, anywhere you go, you’re walking in history. The trick is to find what particularly 
strikes your fancy, and experience Philly’s fashion of the old-fashioned. For instance, if you are even 
marginally interested in the intersection of history and the paranormal, you may have seen the SyFy 
Network’s show, Ghost Hunters, that takes investigators to different historical locations across United 
States and around the world that are believed to be haunted. One of my favorite locations that they 
investigated early in the series (season 1, episode 5) is Eastern State Penitentiary located in the 
heart of Philadelphia. One of the most famous prisons in the world, the massive penitentiary is open 
year-round for tours. We were lucky enough to tour it at night, during the Halloween season, on the 
Terror Behind the Walls tour. Considering the fact that I had already seen much of the penitentiary 
on television, I knew some of what to expect. What I wasn't prepared for was how I would feel know- 
ing exactly what the investigators found when they stayed the night in that historic, creepy, national 
treasure. If I had, perhaps I wouldn’t have had such a large supper before our visit as my stomach was 
in my throat for the rest of the night. 

Prior to our adventure at Eastern State Penitentiary, we fortified ourselves with plenty of food and 
drink at Jack’s Firehouse, just across the street from the entrance of the dark stone edifice. More 
people are hardier than I am when it comes to being scared out of my mind, so I still recommend 
dining before dashing around the haunted grounds. In fact, do like I did and start with the Cherry 
Wood Smoked Beef Brisket with Caramelized Onion Slaw and the Spinach Salad with Anjou Pears, Feta 
& Champagne Vinaigrette, followed by the Roasted Chicken Breast with Bacon Mac & Cheese and 


y | | | The ediface that is Eastern State Penitentiary. 
Mushroom Sauce. That smoky Mac & Cheese is what kept me going through the night, I’m convinced. Photo by J. Fusco for Eastern State 


Note: If you time it particularly right and get to Eastern State Penitentiary during the Halloween Penitentiary 
season, be sure to take the Terror Behind the Walls tour. It's a highly interactive performance-based 
haunted house experience in one of the seemingly most haunted places in United States. Of course, that 
раті з debatable; you tell me your verdict after you take the toux. 


The Gayborhood makes planning your nightlife in Philly easy. After you’ve gotten in as much culture as you want to absorb in the 
evening, go out for a night at the bars. Easily within walking distance of each other, the only challenge is stumbling along the cobble- 
stone sidewalks and streets...which is hard enough to do without imbibing (clearly I need to not use my smartphone while in historic 
cities with uneven walking surfaces). Our party of travelers tasted most of the clubs, including iCandy, Woody’s, Tabu, and Voyeur, 
but I took a shine to the U Bar and Tavern on Camac, as lower-key places to gather, gab, and get a little dancing in. 

Each night, when my partying compadres decided to soldier on into the night and past my bedtime, I would wander back to the 
DoubleTree on a well-lit and seemingly safe stroll. If you decide to also stay at the DoubleTree and take no other advice of mine than 
this, make sure you stop for a slice of pizza on your way back to the hotel at Mama Angelina’s Pizza on Locust Street that is open into 
the wee hours of the night. It’s across the street from your bed and seems to beckon for you to stop by. You can walk in and blink in the 
bright commercial lighting as you focus on countertops of thin-crust pizzas with pieces the size of your head, just waiting to go home 
with you to your hotel room after a questionably good-but-bad judgment call. Just do it. You'll be happy you did. 

Note: Whether you fashion your trip to Philadelphia to check out the history, the arts, the food, the gay scene, or something I haven't even 
mentioned, you can get all of the resources you need from Visit Philadelphia at www.visitphilly.com. 
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Ottawa tries harder. Although it’s the capitol of Canada, it’s number four in size (and 
image), trailing cosmo Montreal, Vancouver’s laid-back lotus eaters, and Toronto’s MBAs 
making good. The Ottawa River separates the nation’s seat from Quebec across the bridge, lo- 
cated here to bridge the divide between the country’s French and English citizens and also— 
following the War ої 1812—to distance itself from the U. S. border “so invading soldiers would 
get lost along the way,” deadpanned Julianne while guiding visitors through Parliament. 


Ottawa Ceremonial Guard Band on 
Parliament Hill, Ottawa. Photo courtesy 
of © Ottawa Tourism 


Folks are friendly here—downright chatty—serving as unofficial ambas- 
sadors of goodwill, from taxi drivers (“Try the bagels at Kettleman’s; they're 
the best!”) to café servers (“Like us to put together a sampler plate?”), to 
vendors, who leapt from their emporiums to guide this befuddled visitor. 
And at the Lord Elgin Hotel, I was treated like QE II herself. 

They’re reconciled—they even joke—about their image as our country- 
bumpkin neighbors, but think about it: They’re bilingual, not we; they’ve 
legalized gay marriage; they’ve abolished those annoying pennies. No 
loud muzak invades shops and restaurants. They don’t cross empty streets 
against the light: even that’s an indication of good manners. 

Let’s get started back at Parliament, the city’s landmark edifice, looking 
more cozy than imposing beneath its patina’d copper roof. Bordering the 
city’s iconic Rideau Canal, it’s surrounded by greensward dotted with stat- 
ues, from Queen Elizabeth II astride her horse to The Famous Five "Women 
Are Persons" ladies leading the 1929 push to allow femmes to serve in gov- 
ernment, too. Julianne leads us to the House of Commons, where the gov- 
ernment party sits across the aisle from the opposition, and where, aside 
the Canada Doors, the Prime Minister holds news conferences (past PMs, 
immortalized as gargoyles, scowl at each other above it). We ogle the ornate 
high-Victorian Library of 1876, sole survivor of the 1916 fire that destroyed 
the rest of the building—a beacon of erudition back then, when (says Juli- 
anne) “culture was represented by pig races.” We ascend to the Peace Tower 
for a 360 view of the city as its clock bongs out the hour. PS.: Guerilla yoga 
classes are held on the lawn Wednesday at noon in the summer. 

I pause next at neighboring Chateau Laurier Hotel (aka The Castle)— 
more evidence that the pig races have been deposed in favor of pursuits 


Ottawa Parliament Hill Centre Block, Ottawa. 
Photo courtesy of © Ottawa Tourism 


like high tea, all crisp linen-cum-tea sommelier plus a three-tiered tray of 
ultra-Canadian treats, including strawberries in ice wine, maple pastries, and 
blueberry scones. 

Then I wend my way through the bustling Byward Market, an enclave 
cascading from posh boutiques along Sussex Street like Trustfund (^a life- 
style is a terrible thing to waste") to specialty shops and pubs galore, all 
centered by the food market itself and a stall selling iconic beavertail pas- 
tries—fried dough liberally loaded with cinnamon and sugar, with a slice of 
lemon to stop your teeth from aching. 

Its here I join C'est Bon's Chocolate Tour, munching elite truffles at 
Stubbe, sipping from chocolate-scented leaves at Tea Shop, inhaling heaven 
at Cupcake Lounge and a jolt of chocolate balsamic at Bottega Nirastro, then 
ending at Play, a buzzy restaurant where chocolate páté is elevated via Grand 
Marnier créme anglaise, pistachios, and candied orange. It's sooo good that 
I return for dinner—a glutton's tour of small plates and genius wine pair- 
ings, ranging from arctic char on tomato-scented couscous with collards to 
scallops paired with Brussels sprouts and a pour of Chenin Blanc, then pork 
belly aligned with star anise, beets and collards, and beef tartare with srira- 
cha aioli and a splash of Riesling. 

I'm back in Byward the next night at Murray Street, a meat-centric tem- 
ple where pig portraits double as saints' images and charcuterie plates come 
loaded with pátés, terrines and sides of pickled everything, from beets and 
cornichons to milkweed pods. 

From mega-meat to none: Zen Kitchen is humming with feasting trend- 
sters who couldn't care less that it's vegan—they’re simply here for the ex- 
citing eats which sizzle, from polenta fries with roasted garlic and basil aioli 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 36 
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(Below) Canadian Museum of History; (Right) 
Ottawa Rideau Canal and Parliament Hill. 
Photo courtesy of © Ottawa Tourism 
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to gnocchi tossed with mushrooms, sweet peas, and almond pesto. Desserts 
are pure sin. Dave, Zen’s owner, astutely matches his plates with Ontario 
wines. 

Where the canal meets the river looms the National Gallery, a glassy 
pyramid monitored by “Maman,” the supersize spider sculpture by Louise 
Bourgeois. Inside, I head for the Canadian Art galleries to follow its brush- 
strokes through the decades, highlighted by the works of the famed Group 
of Seven—landscape painters working just before World War I who took to 
heart, and brush, the romantic concept of Canadian identity to create works 
ranging from wide, open spaces (a la O’Keeffe) to lush canvases bursting 
with color (think Matisse). After them came the volatile Pop painters and 
the political artists of the '60s (ironing board as a rocket launcher). The First 
Nations gallery pays homage to Charles Earnshaw, a Hainu aboriginal with 
works of pared-down beauty. 

Anchoring the Quebec side of the river is the Canadian Museum of His- 
tory. Its grand First Peoples Hall showcases houses and their awesome 
totem poles of five aboriginal communities of British Columbia under the 
ceiling’s giant canoe. Enter the houses to glean the story, through masks 
and other artifacts, that lead from origins across the Bering Straits (and a 
beautiful head sculpted 2,500 years ago) to powwows—the trade fairs of the 
day—to the Metis, with European explorer fathers. On the second floor, 
Canada Hall traverses the country to celebrate a thousand years of history 
via walk-in settings, from schoolrooms and farm houses to the fisheries, 
mines and mills that built the nation. 

Its sister archive, the Canadian War Museum, is a must. Organized to de- 
pict “the impact of war on ordinary people in extraordinary times,” my guide 
explains, the journey begins in Memorial Hall—gray and foreboding, lined 
with tombstone-like slabs. Walls, ceilings, and floors are uneven, meant to 
convey the instability of war. A meandering path leads visitors through four 
divisions: First Nations through the European Confederation, the ejection of 


Canadian War Museum 


Photo courtesy of © Ottawa Tourism 


Acadians, the War of 1812 (“an even exchange which nobody won”), the de- 
bacle on Quebec’s Plains of Abraham: “the 30 minutes that changed Canada” 
as British troops fought French. 

Next, World War I and the rush to enlist (lads needed a note from mum 
or wife) with its chlorine gas, trench warfare, and Canada’s own punitive 
treatment of immigrants. Then, after the war to end all wars, World War 
II. “World War I was viewed as a tragedy, with regret. In World War II we 
took more pride. A country to be counted on,” and pivotal in protecting the 
Atlantic Ocean, manufacturing weaponry and training British troops. Arti- 
facts include Hitler’s infamous auto. “He utilized his image just as Roman 
Emperor Augustus did,” says my guide, who never paints a black or white 
picture as we continue through the Cold War, Korea, and Vietnam. Q: Is war 
bad or good? A: yes. And a bit of trivia on view: After WWII, the government 
paid a researcher to develop the notorious “fruit machine” to help identify 
gays “more vulnerable to blackmail by foreign governments.” 

Then a “war” of another sort at the Museum of Nature’s fossil gallery, 
where dinosaur battles are described in a play-by-play like a football game. 
Seemingly every preschooler in Ottawa roared in approval. Fast forward 
a couple million years to visit the iconic animals of Canada—polar bear, 
moose, seal, whale—and learn how they adapt for survival. Turn a crank 
and cause an earthquake or volcano. Make a rock. It’s all hands-on. 

From here, it’s a quick hike to The Glebe, a boho neighborhood (home 
of those Kettleman’s bagels) lined with eateries, shops of home décor and 
must-have togs, and Octopus bookstore with its solid section of Canadian 
authors. Or head for the Wellington ‘hood, home of Allegro (favoring classy 
neo-vintage style) and Footwear Boutique (hot pink suede peeky toes, and 
stacked heels with red and white valentine cut-outs). Flock showcases Cana- 
da’s indie designers (love the bow ties!). Sooo, Ottawa the Dowdy? That was 
then. This is the wave of the future. For information, visit www.ottawatour- 
ism.ca. 


END NOTE 


In 1971 Ottawa staged Canada’s first-ever GLBT demonstration, and it’s been leading the way ever since. The Village gayborhood occupies a 
6 x 2-block stretch of Bank Street, with 40 gay-friendly businesses. For bars, clubs and events, including Pride, visit www.outottawa.com. 
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THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


Courteous, experienced professionals from start to finish. 


\ Detailed & accurate estimates for your project budget. 


М Detailed project plans, specifications, & schedules. 
t у, Daily & weekly communication of schedules & budget during your project. 
Quality workmanship that adds lasting beauty and value to your home. 


VISA « 
RIS 


• Do you need specific information about how to apply for your partner's green card? 
» Did you receive a request for evidence from US Immigration? 
• Did you or a loved one enter the U.S. legally and later overstay? 
Did you receive a request for evidence from U.S. Immigration? 


House Lift 
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Whole House Renovation / Porches & Sun-Rooms / Finished Basements 
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BY 
CARLA 
WALDEMAR 


I made my way from Minnesota; they’d travelled from Manchester, England, arriving in the softer climes of Kentucky in 1805: an enterprising reli- 

gious community called the Shakers. Clever craftsmen, they set about constructing Shaker Village at Pleasant Hill, which by 1823 housed almost 500 

believers. Today 35 of their original 239 buildings are preserved on the 3,000-acre estate; 12 are open to the public, to sleep, eat, shop, enjoy a concert, 
watch (and join) craft demos, and hike 40 miles of trails through restored native prairieland along the banks of the Kentucky River. 

The river transported their signature wood products—furniture, brooms, decorative boxes— down “the Shaker Highway” to New Orleans. They 
were innovators, these Shakers, looking to the future rather than centered on the past—inventing the high-tech tools of the day, such as the clothes- 
pin. Their buildings and furnishings remain models of elegant simplicity—the clean design finding favor in today’s shelter magazines. And—who 
knew? Not I—they weren’t world-renouncing, as, say, the Amish. Bright colors flowed from their looms and knitting needles, and music from their 
services. And dance? Well, that’s how they got their name: the Shakers. Living the good Ше—“Неамеп on Earth”—was their mantra. 

What they didn’t do was, um, copulate. They lived by their three Cs: community, confession, and celibacy. Women had status equal to men, just 
separate: two doors, two staircases, two dorm rooms in each communal house, which also included a woodworking shop, printing shop, and infirma- 
ry. One of these houses now serves as a hotel, enhanced by a restaurant. And, these days, Kentucky bourbon. I sipped a smooth Woodford Reserve 
with my beef burgundy, served atop cheese grits, followed by a divine wedge of lemon pie. Guests may take classes in everything from fly fishing to 

landscape painting and enjoy festivals running from chamber music to brews-and-bands (www.shakervillage.org). 


K E М Т О СЕКИ 
BOURBON WHISKY 
BARREL-FINISHED 
WITH OAK STAVES 


94 PROOF / 47% ALC / VO 


оу зома NO Q3nINILINOO 


Maker's 46. Photo courtesy 
of Maker's Mark Distillery 
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Helping you work toward financial success 


A @ a 3 PATRICIA JONES, helping you create and execute a sound financial plan 
кој К based on your unique core values and goals. 


r З | ү JONES FINANCIAL GROUP 
5 724 main 612.326.1800 email patricia.jones@Ipl.com 
\ A: f . 4748 Chicago Ave. S. e Minneapolis e www.myjonesfinancial.com 
A 3 ~ Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC 


ONLY $100 body аве 


BUY.ONE 
Jewelry and aftercare 
Announcement includes photo and up to GET "ONE 5 


50 words. Appears in print, online iPad | А = purchase required for both 
and iPhone editions for 2 weeks. Р = piercinga. 


For more information call 


612-436-4698 612.354.7220 405 Central • Minneapolis 
almostfamouspiercing.com Also located in Mall of America 


' 
П 


~, 
Y 

^ 

-- 
\ 
` 


г 
[| 
' 
t 
' 
' 
LI 
1 
П 
' 
1 
1 
\ 


Work as ап 
Advertising 
Account 
Executive for | 
Lavender Media. | 


Great 
Commission! 
Fun working 
environment! 


Send your cover letter 
and resume to: 
асна ани сот 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE SHAKOPEE MDEWAKANTON SIOUX COMMUNITY 
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(Left) Dipping the famous bourbon bottles; 
Dale Chihuly & Rob Samuels. Photos courtesy 
of Maker's Mark Distillery 


Shakertown Road leads to Danville (pop. 15,000) smack in the center of 
Kentucky. But long before that asphalt, Daniel Boone blazed the way, and 
by 1784 Grayson’s Tavern offered respite on the way to the Wild West. The 
tavern now serves as the Visitors Center, anchoring Constitution Square, 
where Kentucky broke away from Virginia and became a state, choosing 
Danville as its capitol. Explore chinked-log replicas of the courthouse, meet- 
ing house, jail, and post office of 1792, smaller than my kitchen. By 1820 a 
brick schoolhouse and row house joined the quadrangle. Summertime, his- 
tory is a backdrop to festivals like the Great American Brass Band and the 
Kentucky State BBQ (plus reenactments of the too-close-for-comfort Battle 
of Perry, one of the bloodiest of the Civil War). 

Danville’s Great American Dollhouse Museum puts its own spin on 
history with 200 miniature buildings that turned me from eye-rolling to en- 
thusiast in about five minutes. Proprietor Lori Kagan-Moore never had a 
dollhouse as a kid, but she’s more than made up for that omission with a 
purist’s collection that’s age-correct, size-correct, and historically-correct, 
down to the last bitty chandelier. She’s created a path through history that 
not only showcases the patrician mansions of the one percent, but also tene- 
ments, sweatshops, African-American homes, and, into the 20" century, a 
Greyhound Bus Station and movie house. Pioneer Playhouse is a playhouse 
of a different sort—a summer-stock theater built by the sweat and passion 
of its founder 65 years ago and now run by his kids. A local playwright pens 
dramas born of history, in repertory with Mark Twain stories and comedy 
by Etta May, “the Queen of Southern Sass.” 

Got art? That, too, is in this gem of a small town. The library, given a styl- 
ish renovation in 2010, showcases regional artists such as glassblower Ste- 
phen Powell, whose work, resembling a shimmering bouquet of balloons, 
illuminates the foyer. Antique quilts line a wall, and historic photos of Dan- 
ville’s citizens form a tile montage on another. Close by, the Community Arts 
Center hosts avant exhibitions, which explains its Recycle show honoring a 
cardboard giraffe and musical instruments from the town dump: a hubcap 
guitar, cookie-tin banjo, and Maker’s Mark bottles drafted for a xylophone. 

Over at the Norton Center for the Arts on the sweet campus of Centre 
College (where glassblower Powell teaches), art segues from Rodin sculp- 
tures to post-mod. The Center’s auditorium hosts everyone from cellist Yo- 
Yo Ma to (Remember?) the Vice Presidential Debate of 2010, with 50 million 
viewers’ eyes on Danville. (www.danvillekentucky.com ) 

Prepare for superlatives as you swing west to Bardstown, second-oldest 
city in Kentucky, and, according to USA Today and Rand McNally, home 
of “the Most Beautiful Town Square in America.” It’s anchored by Old Tal- 
bott’s Tavern, a stagecoach stop since 1785. It also serves as trailhead for the 
Kentucky Bourbon Trail, with six legendary distilleries within tasting range, 
including Maker’s Mark. To celebrate Maker’s 60" anniversary in March, 
a brilliant sculpture arcade was commissioned from just-as-legendary glass 
sculptor Dale Chihuly, open to the public. 

Kentucky was deeply divided during the Civil War, with 40,000 Confed- 
erate soldiers and 90,000 in the Union Army. One of its bloodiest battle- 
grounds—called “Hell's Half Acre”—occurred on Bardstown’s doorstep, as 
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the town’s Civil War Museum brings to life with uniforms—both blue and 
gray, cannons, swords, and pistols. The brave ladies of the conflict are hon- 
ored in a separate museum dedicated to Women in the Civil War: nuns and 
nurses, writers like Harriet Beecher Stowe (Uncle Tom’s Cabin) and musi- 
cian Julia Ward Howe (“Battle Hymn of the Republic”), along with “Frank,” 
with her paste-on moustache—a spy for the Secret Service, and femme 
blockade runners and disguised enlistees. 

Near it stands Old Bardstown Village, a frontier community of 1790 
recreated by moving 13 chinked-log buildings from nearby farmers’ fields 
to this streamside location: a tavern, schoolhouse, mill, and furnished cab- 
ins to explore. 

Then, a dwelling of a far different sort: My Old Kentucky Home, the gen- 
teel brick mansion of 1818 where Stephen Foster, a cousin of the owner, spent 
days. (So did President Andrew Jackson.) Each room is more vivid than the 
next, as these nouveaux riches bought wildly flowered carpets to accent walls 
papered in geometric swirls and palms. (www.visitbardstown.com). 

Louisville, 37 miles north, boasts its own 45 square blocks—1,400 struc- 
tures—in its Historic Preservation District called Old Louisville. David Do- 
mine leads walking tours circling Central Park, site of the Great Southern 
Exposition of 1883—a mini-World’s Fair demonstrating that, yes, the South 
could rise again. Mansions built by sin money selling drink (bourbon), 
smoke (tobacco), and gambling (Canterbury Downs) segue from Italianate, 
Beaux Arts, Victorian Gothic, and Renaissance Revival to the bungalows and 
shotgun houses of the less than rich and famous. David reveals the hidden 
garden courtyards along the way, then parades down Third Street, a richly 
restored gayborhood. 

Where to eat? Rye’s menu salutes white asparagus soup with pine nuts, 
then pork braised with coconut milk, couscous, and sweet potatoes, which I 
sided with cauliflower in Szechuan peppercorns, lime, and sesame, followed 
by an amazing avocado mousse with bits of coconut sponge cake and chili- 
orange marmalade. And a final sip of Basil Hayden bourbon. 

Lillys—the Lucia Watson of the town—made choosing just one dish a 
torture: think frites with truffled sea salt and Green Goddess; crab cake with 
Tabasco remoulade; a deconstructed Cobb; and best bite of the trip, fried 
oysters on grits with chipotle cream. If you’ve saved room: sour cherry pie 
with buttermilk ice cream. Proof on Main tossed bourbon pecans and roasted 
grapes onto local greens, followed by maple-glazed salmon and Maker’s Mark 
red-eye hollandaise—with Maker’s 46 affogato as the dessert to die for. 

Chef Edward Lee is today’s media darling, so before a performance at 
Actors Theatre, we dined at his adjoining Milkwood on signatures such as 
a fried-chicken and waffle starter (too, too precious), a lovely braised oxtail 
with spaetzle and hominy—even smoother with a sip of Eagle Rare bour- 
bon—then sorghum and grits ice cream (once is more than enough), and 
apple twist cake with birch icing and fennel pollen. See what I mean? 

Do. Not. Miss breakfast at Wild Eggs, where celebs rub elbows with 
cops and mommas over ginormous plates of wild berry crépes with black- 
berry sorghum, chilaquiles, or a wild mushroom and garlic scramble with a 
must-do side of grits. (www.gotolouisville.com.) Bi 
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BEER 
Т Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist • 612-990-0649 


Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


A A (м, 4 Convenient Midway Location 
Therapy Center 2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 
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2716 EAS SETH STREET MINNEAPOLIS 
'ORTHBOUNDBREW 


CHOICE OF: Free platter for the table of 
Signature Chocolate -Covered Strawberries. 


9, 
$50 GIFT CARD FOR THE PARTY HOST* 


WHEN YOU BOOK A PARTY OF 14 OR MORE 
BY 8/15/2014 


3-6pm and 9pm-1am 
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te Vacation (Restaunants 
As a foodie, I’m always on the lookout for a great bite to eat. Although, it 
seems this task gets harder the further I get from home as the restaurants grow 


increasingly unfamiliar. With picks from across the nation, here are my 
recommendations for travelers seeking some delicious nourishment. 


Үү З©у4 NO ОЗПМИМО2 


Rams Gate Winery, 
paca) CALIFORNIA 


Kurt recently introduced me to this relatively new kid on the wine and culinary block in 
California’s original wine country, the Napa-Sonoma Valley. Opened in 2011, Rams Gate, 
with its reclaimed wood and modern design (think Restoration Hardware-inspired), 
looks like the kind of place ГА want my home and winery to look like if I lived here. 
Okay, I have a vivid imagination. Perched on a hill overlooking vineyards and a sweep- 
ing vista of the picturesque Sonoma Valley, it offers a unique experience for visitors. 
Whether you want to tour the winery, do a tasting, or have a picnic by the pond on the 
grounds, they can make it happen. And while not a restaurant with a full menu, you can 
buy delicious food pairings to go with the wine. 

28700 Arnold Dr. 
Sonoma, California 
www.ramsgatewinery.com 


Rams Gate Winery. Photo courtesy 
of Rams Gate Winery 
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Every Thursday after 6pm 
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ACROSS FROM THE WEST END 
NEXT TO COSTCO £ HOME DEPOT 


5620 CEDAR LAKE ROAD + ST. LOUIS PARK 
952-512-2200 • LIQUOR-BOY.COM 


Hennepin € West 26th Minneapolis 612.874.0481 Selby & Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


Serving Weekend Brunch 
8:30am - 2:30pm 
EC EU тъш 
Featuring: Brunch Starting at $8 

$5 Bloodys | 
Fresh Cocktail Menu 
With Purchase, Parking Validation Provides $6 Rate Anytime 


». Bu 
528 Hennepin Ave г OWLES 
(@6th Street) “CENTER 


Serving Breakfast 
All Day, Every Day! 


Bielenberg € Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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(From Left) Harbor View Café. Photo courtesy 
of Harbor View Café. Rams Gate Winery. Photo 


courtesy of Rams Gate Winery 
Y Y^ 
Ру 
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MAUI, HAWAII 


No опе has ever asked me what ГА like to eat 
for my last meal on earth, but I’m ready with an 
answer. It is the indescribably perfect Mama’s 
mahi mahi stuffed with lobster and crab and 
baked in a macadamia nut crust. Trust me, it’s 
heaven on earth. Then I would wash down all 
this deliciousness with the most booze-forward 
mai tai Гуе ever had. (They say it's Trader Vic's 
recipe, he's the guy most credited with mixing 
up the much copied tropical concoction.) 

The restaurant/beach shack sits on a 
picture postcard setting on Maui's North Shore. 
I suggest you go early evening to catch one of 
the best sunsets you'll ever see. Aloha. 

799 Poho РІ. Paia, Maui, HI 
www.mamasfishhouse.com 


PEPIN, WISCONSIN 

In my book, there's nothing quite as spirit- 
lifting as a good meandering drive on the week- 

end, so long as there's a worthwhile payoff. 
Whether it's summer or fall when the leaves are 
turning, Harbor View Café fulfills that require- 

ment. The cozy and unassuming Cape Cod 
vibe instantly makes a person feel welcome. An 

eclectic menu with plenty of fresh fish, meat 

and, yes, vegetarian offerings can always be 

counted on for a satisfying meal. You'll want 
to save room for dessert which is worth every 

decadent bite. 
314 First St. Pepin, WI 
www.harborviewpepin.com 


The Gun Flint Tavern 
GRAND MARAIS, MINNESOTA 


This place is one of our must-stops anytime 
we visit the North Shore and Gunflint trail. 
Originally we stopped in because of the great 
view of the Grand Marais harbor, but the food 
and people keep us coming back. Lots of craft 
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beers and wines and kickass Bloody Marys are 
the perfect companions to the nice assortment 
of fresh food offerings. A favorite of mine is 
the walleye filet...marinated in chardonnay 
and lemon and baked to perfection. Kurt's fav 
is the award-winning vegetarian chili which is 
served with guacamole, sour cream, and blue 
corn chips. 
111 W Wisconsin St. Grand Marais, MN 
www.gunflinttavern.com 


The Loeb Boat House 


CENTRAL PARK, NEW YORK 


Sure, it’s one of New York’s best-known tour- 
ist attractions, but the Boat House somehow 
manages to maintain its own identity in one 
of the best-known parks in the world. Long a 
favorite of movie and television directors (Sex 
And The City fans will recognize this as the spot 
where Big and Carrie fell into the water), I love 
it mainly because it provides a charming oasis 
of calm from the crazy pace of the city. And 
it is an ideal spot to sip a cocktail and munch 
on something while enjoying the picturesque 
setting. And, yes, you can even rent a boat here. 
Reservations are a good idea. 
E 72nd St. and 5th Ave. New York, NY 
www.thecentralparkboathouse.com 


Boulevard 


SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 


I grew up near San Francisco and this is my 
family’s favorite occasion restaurant. When you 
step into the grand Belle Epoque appointed 
dining room with sweeping views of the water 
and Bay Bridge, it really feels like you are 
some place special. And for good reason; the 
historical building that houses Boulevard is 
the only local structure to survive the 1906 San 
Francisco earthquake and fire. 

Then there is the food. The kitchen is 
headed by Northern California culinary royalty 
Nancy Oakes who says, “We don’t think for a 
minute that we've invented a new cuisine ог 
discovered a new approach to cooking, only a 
never ending quest for what’s delicious.” I’ve 


never gone wrong with server recommenda- 
tions. Extensive champagne and wine lists. 
Expensive but worth splurging for. 
1 Mission St. San Francisco, CA 
www.boulevardrestaurant.com 


Central Michel Richard 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


You don’t have to be politically connected to get 
a table at this popular D.C. eatery, but you just 
might see a few of Washington’s glitterati here. 
And that shouldn’t come as a surprise; the loca- 
tion is perfect, the food is great, and so are the 
cocktails. Acclaimed French Chef Michel Rich- 
ard’s menu offers new and fresh twists on classic 
American favorites. For example, the burger has 
a base of tomato confit topped by grade-A beef 
with crunchy potato tuiles, bacon and cheddar. 
(Easily one of the best burgers I’ve ever eaten.) 
Along with comfort food favorites, there are also 
fresh fish entrées and a generous array of veg- 
gies and salads. Don’t worry if you didn’t make a 
reservation and the place is packed, head to the 
bar; it’s the same menu. 
1001 Pennsylvania Ave. NW Washington, D.C. 
www.centralmichelrichard.com 


Coco Pazzo Ftalian 
Restaurant 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


In a city that has no shortage of world-class 
food choices, it’s difficult to stand out, yet this 
place does. Located in the River North area of 
downtown, the welcome begins as you take in 
some of the inviting smells in the inviting loft 
space. Close your eyes, inhale, and you'll think 
you're in Tuscany. Of course, that's the whole 
idea! All of the pasta is homemade. Standouts 

include pappardelle wild boar ragú and the 
antipasto bar, which could be a meal by itself. 

Attentive servers are terrific at not only explain- 
ing the menu, but they are also particularly 
adept at helping expand your culinary horizons. 
300 W. Hubbard St. Chicago, П 
www.cocopazzochicago.com 


LORING 


KITCHEN ВАК 


www.LoriIncKITCHEN.COM 
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BY 
RANDY STERN 


2014 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Freedom Edition is ready to getaway. Photo by Randy Stern 


Making A Gamay 


You are planning a getaway. Let me be the 
first to congratulate you for doing so. 

No, seriously, we love to travel. It is our 
way to participate in what the world offers us. 
When we travel, we certainly do it in style. 
That includes travel by automobile. 

It is not just us that love automobile travel. 
According to the Bureau of Transportation 
Statistics of the United States Department of 
Transportation, 35.5 Million American trav- 
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eled by car during the Independence Day 
holiday in 2012. That figure represents 84% of 
all travel during the same period. We certainly 
have our summer cut out for us, do we not? 
Travel by automobile has its advantages. 
You get to see things on ground level. If you 
have passengers, they will most likely see 
more than you. You have to do the driving, 
but you would also know where to stop if 
your passengers decided it was time to see 


the sights up close and personal. You also 
have control of the audio, the climate control, 
and the actual direction of the vehicle toward 
your particular destination. Plus, you can go 
and stop anytime you want. 

No waiting in lines for security, either, 
unless you travel into California where they 
ask if you brought in fruit or other plant life 
deemed unworthy of consumption inside the 
state. Or, you need to cross a border into an- 
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other country, such as Canada. 

Let us not forget that you take anything 
you want with you in your automobile, with- 
in legal reason. The 3-3-1 rule goes out the 
window as you pack all the creams, gels, and 
liquids in your bags that you normally would 
not travel with in the air. You can pack any- 
thing that would beep through a metal detec- 
tor or an x-ray scanner. Plus, there are tents, 
sleeping bags, hand drums, dogs of any size, 
and every bit of clothing you might think you 
could wear during your adventure. 

The only time you could get into trouble 
is if you over-packed a very small car. Do 
you need to bring two massive suitcases into 
a sports car? You are staying at a bed and 
breakfast... 

There is definitely something about the 
freedom of traveling by automobile. The idea 
of you and your loved one taking the road to 
parts unknown and discovering things you 
might not encounter at home. Such as down 
home hospitality, better prepared food, and 
a lower food bill. You may have found a trea- 
sure at some shop that you would think no 
one would have. 

Traveling for two is quite easy by car, 
also. If you have hours to go on the road, 
your loved one would take turns driving with 
you. There is no exact formula as to how 
many hours behind the wheel one should 
take. If one could pull a few hours behind 
the wheel, the other could easily take over 
for any length of time. One would hope this 
would not become a point of contention and 
argument, but rather a loving collaboration 
to get to your destination safely. 

Safety is indeed a consideration. If you 
drive to, say, the Badlands or Chicago, you 
are faced with a lot of hours of Interstate 
driving. The only tip to expound here is to 
simply know your limits. Can you drive long 
distance without fatigue? What about your 
loved one’s limits? Between the two of you is 
a safe drive to your destination, considering 
“shifts” behind the wheel and making stops 
along the way to eat, hydrate, and relax. 

Or, you could be like me, a solo traveler. 
There are no statistics available distinguish- 
ing the percentage of solo travelers in com- 
parison to couples, families, and groups. But, 
we do exist. 

The challenge for solo travelers exposes 
our own strengths and weaknesses. We 
have to make our own plans understanding 
our own limits in getting behind the wheel 
for any length of time. We have to find ways 
to entertain ourselves. Yet, we are on our 
own—freedom multiplied. 

If there is an advantage to automobile 
travel, it is the level of technology available 


within reach of our fingertips. The preferable 
form of technology would be on board your 
automobile. Consider the wonders of using 
Bluetooth to call ahead for reservations or 
to play your favorite tracks on your audio 
system. If you get lost, you have a navigation 
screen available to see your way to wherever 
you need to go. If your vehicle is not equipped 
with any of these technological marvels, you 
could always set up or smartphone to do 
these functions or go to an electronics shop 
to have these ready at your whim. 

'There is a catch to all of this technology. 
There has been a lot said about curtailing 
distracted driving. As much as we want to 
text our friends, use certain apps to, well, do 
almost the same thing, or put our phones up 
to our ears instead of using the Bluetooth con- 
nection, some people are watching you. If last 
month's dragnet by Minnesota law enforce- 
ment agencies were any indicator of the crack- 
down on distracted driving, you may want to 
rethink using your mobile device on the road. 
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Here is my suggestion: Get a Bluetooth 
connection going, even if it means an wear- 
ing an earpiece on the road, if legal in the 
state you are driving in. Otherwise, leave the 
texting and the app play for when you actu- 
ally stop the car. No text is worth averting 
your eyes off the road—seriously. 

And, please, no selfies when driving. 
Thank you. 

Yes, this is all tongue-in-cheek, but there 
is a message behind all of this. There are 
considerations for safety, some trip plan- 
ning and other pieces of wonderful advice 
to make your summer automobile getaway 
enjoyable, yet you simply just need to have 
fun. Don’t stress over the little things. If 
you forgot to book a hotel, there are ways 
to get them cheaper than what they adver- 
tise. Have a flat tire and need roadside assis- 
tance, there are plenty of resources to help 
right at your fingertips. 

Just get out there and take to the road! 
Oh, and you're welcome. ш 


Before you fill the back of this Jeep...consider these tips. Photo by Randy Stern 
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MORE THAN ANYTHING 


Berg 


White. Everything in this room is white. White 
floors. White doors. White walls. White pillows. 
White linens. White. White. White. 

Emma Berg sits at the end of a minimalist 
bed, knees met, posing for our photographer 
as unassuming as she sounds. Her voice 
is soft, her mannerisms are sometimes 
awkwardly innocent, and she has about 
her an air of the ethereal. These walls en- 
shrine her purity, brilliance, beauty, and— 

“That's crazy bullshit,” she says. 

And the beat drops. 

“| like ambitious people who make the city 
more interesting in a not-so-selfish way,” she says. 

"As soon as you're like, 1 deserve that,’ well, that's 
crazy bullshit.” 

We sit in her living room for our interview. Her white 
pantsuit almost blends in with her sofa. Between us is 
a coffee table made from a tree stump; on it rests a tidy 
arrangement of strawberries, cheeses, and meats. She sits 
with her hands clasped in her lap, legs crossed. 

Emma Berg is one of the most recognized, 
most critically-acclaimed clothing de- 
signers in the Midwest. She's 
famous for her drapery, her 
ability to build purposeful 
narratives into her collec- 
tions, and for her pains- 
taking attention to quality. ` 
She's equally well known œ 
for her charity and mod- 
esty every year dedicating 
one season's line to a cause, 
and humble, always, in the face 
of notoriety. 

Her designs tell stories, and rarely her 
own. Her garments reflect in them not the artist's personal 
strife, but the grievances of populations, social injustices, and re- 
flections on popular culture. Her storytelling lies in epics, not episodes— 
there are no true Emma "singles." Every look she produces is part of a much 
larger, often political arc, yet taken à la carte, also chic and wearable. Her 
upcoming fall collection, The Curse of the Sisyphus, is a commentary on so- 
cioeconomics. 

What her designs won't tell you is what we hear now. 

She wears a glittery ring shaped like giant red lips. It catches the light when 
she gestures. She laughs at dirty jokes and moves seamlessly between seri- 
ous and lighthearted conversation. She never evades a question and her an- 
swers are thoughtful but sharp. Her opinions on the Twin Cities fashion scene 
are surprisingly forthright. 

“We [in the Twin Cities fashion industry] like to be nice, and | think it’s 
incredible to include everybody,” she says. “But that doesn’t mean everybody 
needs to be a designer or an artist. We let so many people play that it gets di- 
luted. If you have a terrible show, to the people watching it, that is Minneapolis. 
That is how people see us. And they aren’t going to come back.” 

She rests part of the blame on the media. With an influx of designers and 


From the Lips of 


Portrait by Brandon Reshetar 


Emma 


boutiques, the fashion scene in the Twin Cities is robust, 
but the growth comes at the price of quality. The media 
has kept pace with the scene’s growth as it attempts 
to cover everything, consequently promoting atten- 
dance to undeserving shows that don’t benefit local 
designers. Talent exists, perhaps in great troves, 
but is buried under such distractions. 

“Not everything should get press,” she says. 
She understands that the industry is in a dif- 
ficult position, saying that the scene is so interwo- 
ven that lines blur between professional and person- 
al designer-media relationships. Feelings are hurt easily 

and straightforwardness is rare. 
“It’s hard for someone to give real feedback and not hear, 
‘okay, we're not friends anymore.” 

She calls for a more consolidated approach to fashion shows 
that benefits designers, harder critics in the media, and more com- 
munity collaboration. Collaboration is particularly difficult, she says, be- 
cause the scene is so small that people are busy building their 

own brands and lack the wherewithal to engage others. 
Her perspective isn’t universally critical, how- 
ever. She commends the work of designers 
7 Joy Teiken, Lindsay Hopkins, апа Car- 
oline Hayden as a few of the Cities’ 


best, and she believes that the 
> fashion scene is on the up. 
у ~ Sharing critical орт- 
/ ions оп Twin Cities fash- 
/ ion so publicly is rare for 
4 someone of her stature, but 
— M 


she delivers them without being 


caustic and without condescen- 

Sion. She speaks with unguard- 

ed candidness, direct but con- 

cerned. Her honesty is comforting 

in many ways, reaffirming commonly held 
beliefs from which too many others shy away. 

Emma isn't an idle critic, however. She's nurtured young 

designers, attends fashion events to support the community, regularly 

collaborates with industry peers, and almost exclusively wears local designers. 

Almost exclusively wears local designers, let's stress. Emma shops Ameri- 
can Apparel for nylons and tights, and while picking up a pair, a cashier once 
warned Emma Berg that tights ran small. And what could be more amusing 
than seeing Emma Berg, a queen of Midwest fashion, being instructed on 
buying tights? 

As for what's next, “more” is the word. She plans to focus on expanding 
her business, continue her charitable giving, and continue helping cultivate 
the community. She tells us that plateauing for her is unacceptable: There's 
always room for improvement, always more to learn, always more to offer. She 
happens to have that mantra—"more"—tattooed on the inside of her bottom 
lip as a reminder. 

As we wrap interview, after our cheek-pecks and last minute photos, it 
strikes us that her bedroom, consumed in white though it is, is absent of color 
not as a reflection of innocence, but as a canvas for perspective. в 
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(Left to Right) 

Will: 

-Swim Trunks by Andrew Christian 
$54.95 

-Tank Top by Andrew Christian $36.95 
*All provided by Adonis Bodywear in 
Uptown 


Cody: 

-Swim Shorts by Penguin $69 
-Shirt by Penguin $69 
-Sunglasses Alexander Trees $125 
ХАН provided by Atmosfere 


Augustah: 

Jumpsuit by Bless'ed are the Meek 

$180 

Fedora by Olive & Pique $62 

*Clothing provided by Covered 
Uptown 

Earrings by SBG Designs $68 from 

shopmotto.com 

Bracelets by Tess+Tricia $25 each from 

shopmotto.com 


Melissa: 

Dress by LOVE by Diego Binetti $298 
from shopmotto.com 

Earrings by SBG Designs $120 

from shopmotto.com 


Nico: 

-Tank top by Shades of Grey $48 
-Shorts by Shades of Grey $79 
ХАП provided by Atmosfere 


*Hair and styling by Brian Trinh 
*Makeup by Naseem Rafiei 
*Photography by Kyle Lieberman 
*Models provided by Ignite 


Cover Credits: 

On Justin: 

-Blazer by Hugo Boss $495 

-Shirt by Hugo Boss $145 

-Pants by Hugo Boss $195 

-Shoes by 1901 $99.95 

-Pocket Square by J.Z. Richards $39.50 
-Belt by Nordstrom $49.50 

On Brandon: 

-Suit by Hugo Boss $795 

-Shirt by David Donahue $135 

-Shoes by Allen Edmonds $365 
-Pocket square by J.Z. Richards $39.50 
-Belt by Magnanni $150 


ЖАН clothes provided by Nordstrom 

*Hair by Tedd Bakken 

*Makeup by Brett Dorrian Artistry 
Studios 

*Photography by Kyle Lieberman 

*Styling by Brian Trinh 

*Location: Cargill Lounge and the 
Walker Art Museum 


SUMMER TRENDS 2014 


Summer is closing in and though the air will soon be State Fair cotton candy-thick, 


style won't vacation. Minnesota summers are short, but packed with days spent 


on the lake, outdoor BBQs, and sunbathing on rooftops. Showing skin this time of 
year is more than sexy; it's necessary. Make sure you do it right. Patterns and prints, 


especially florals, carry over from spring, but this year's summer comes with two 
themes that everyone can rock: sophisticated and athletic. 
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SOPHISTICATION 

Ladies: Lace is a conduit for sophistication and femininity when executed 
appropriately. It's everywhere this summer, from soft tops to summer dresses 
and short shorts. Miss Kelly makes a great cream-colored lace short (available at 
Len Druskin, $69). Elegant but lightweight and breathable, lace is a perfect fit for 
a hot summer night. 

Men: Sophistication takes shape in fitted short sleeve button-ups and modern 
fedoras, but will most often be seen this summer in tailored shorts. The fitted 
look comes as a summer version of the Euro-cut suit, circa last fall, that 
emerged this spring as a short. The refined look hits about an inch or so above 
the knee with a more snug fit than shorts in seasons past. 


Photo by Kyle Lieberman 


the knee with a more snug fit than shorts in seasons past. 

ATHLETIC GEAR 

is a staple of spring and summer runways, but this year you'll see it in 
everyday attire—not just geared for the court, field or gym. 

Ladies: Baseball caps, as shown by John Galliano, tennis themed skirts, and 
crop tops make the trend. Summer will also reintroduce the varsity jacket as 
a wearable piece. Pair one with a cute summer dress and you're sure to stop 
the show. 

Men: Your upper body is your focus this summer. Pair patterned tank tops with 
solid-colored shorts during the day and solid-colored tanks with denim at night. 


Atmosfere in Uptown has a variety of tank top options starting at $38. 


Oh! We can’t forget the most necessary piece of your summer wardrobe: 
swimwear! Ladies, a bold one-piece with sexy cutouts is the way to go— 

no need for the bikini. Guys, that tailored short carries over to the tailored 
trunk—gone are the days of the baggy board short. Check out Nani Nalu in 
Edina, Big Island Swim & Surf Company in Excelsior or Adonis in Uptown for 
a bevy of swimwear options. 
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THE SHOWS 


Photos by Jeffrey Bryce Bordemkecher 


Tale Child єв = Martin Patrick3 


Envision • Orchestra Hall | Saturday, April 26th • Produced by Ignite Models and V2 • Models by Ignite « Hair by Rocco Altobelli Salon and 
Day Spa • Makeup by The Beauty Lounge 


FOR MORE COVERAGE AND COMMENTARY ON OUR FAVORITE SHOWS, VISIT LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM. 


Photos by Kyle Lieberman ee 
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Emma Berg’s | АМ EVERYTHING (Prom Dresses for the Boys and Girls Club) • Ritz Theater | Tuesday, April 22nd • Produced by Sarah Edwards • Hosted by 
Grant Whittaker • Models by Vision Management Group, Inc. • Styling by Lisa Marie Gherardini for Motto and Davee Ek for Emma Berg 


Photos by Kyle Lieberman 
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Arena Bikini Cherry Bomb 7th Annual Swimwear Fashion Show • Aria Minneapolis | Friday, March 21st • Produced by Idea Factory • 
Fashion show Produced 4 Designed by Style Architects • Hosted by the CW’s Carly Aplin • Models by Arquette 


IN THE CROWD 


Envision spring 2014 


Photos by Kyle Lieberman 
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Plush. Private. Perfect. 


Whether you're taking an extended trip or a long weekend, 
there is nothing quite like the intimacy of a small recreational vehicle 
from Midwest RV (a division of Sears Imported Autos). 


A pleasure to drive with all the comforts of a plush full-size RV, 
you'll never look at a road trip the same way again. 


952-512-6690 394 across from 


www.midwestrvsales.com (A division of Sears Imported Autos) Target Ridgedale 


x CONI 


Suffer Through BigGayNews* 


*#1 Gay News Source on Twitter 


"Your newsreader mispronounces words, names, cities, etc." 
"Some find this endearing, but | find it annoying." 
“Terrible! Get him some elocution lessons!” 
“The poorly pronounced narration makes it impossible to listen to.” 
“All you hear is the very poor quality of the English language newsreader.” 


Listen to Pierre Tardif's 

“insufferable” delivery 

. . ! of BigGayNews on 

Kudos to Linda Raines iTunes' Podcasts. 
for compiling the top 5 з 

daily stories! ~ Subscribe on iTunes! 


MORRIES á с» 


ЕЗ. ЕЧ GO РИМ PARK 


SUBARU SUBARU. 


7885 BROOKLYN BLVD | Confidence in Motion 
BROOKLYN PARK, MN 55445 чш = 


THE ALL-NEW 
2014 SUBARU FORESTER 


пов М) NO-COST OIL CHANGES, COMPLIMENTARY 
suv Harry 8) CAR WASHES, COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE, 
PROMISE / PLUS MUCH MORE! 


LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 
INCLUDED WITH EVERY NEW FORESTER! 


763-424-4400  brooklynparksubaru.com 


Ројуошкпоу your law firm's family, lu 


~ FN) MENS : „м 
фаз З 


Ae Д, 


4 M 
‹ 06 МР 


* Jean M. Brandl Rebecca Heltzer ** Melissa Houghtaling 


у > 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, Р.А. 


Representing the legal needs of ALL Minnesotans 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Real Estate, Criminal Defense, 
Civil Litigation, Business Transactions, Domestic Partnerships, 
Wills and Powers of Attorney, Professional Licensing and Discipline, and Mediation. 


*Certified Criminal Law Specialist 
**Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Раш • (651) 330-8508 


WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 
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OUR LIVES 


LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


Leather and Social Capital, 2014 


Your humble columnist, you may recall, is 
currently a student at Metropolitan State Uni- 
versity in St. Paul, Minnesota. For a course 
titled “Ethics in the Age of the Internet,” I 
wrote a paper concerning the Internet's re- 
cent effects on democracy and community. 
(Heavy stuff, right?) 

As I was writing that paper, of course, I 
was also applying the concepts I was discuss- 
ing in it to the leather/BDSM/fetish com- 
munity. Although I was pessimistic about the 
Internet’s effects on democracy as a whole, 
I was pleasantly surprised when I thought 
about the effects that the last decade’s tech- 
nological innovations seem to be having on 
our community. 

Return with me to 2005, when I published 
a column (Lavender #272, Oct. 28) titled 
“Leather and Social Capital.” According to 
Dr. Robert Putnam, a professor of public pol- 
icy at Harvard who was featured in that col- 
umn, social capital is defined as “features of 
social organization such as networks, norms, 
and social trust that facilitate coordination 
and cooperation for mutual benefit.” 

In the “Leather and Social Capital” col- 
umn, I discussed a description by Dr. Put- 
nam of the way social connectedness had 
plummeted in the last quarter of the twen- 
tieth century. Among the factors Putnam 
blamed for the decline were television, sub- 
urbanization, and a decline in entertaining. 
Putnam also noted the decline of long-es- 
tablished social organizations, institutions, 
and frameworks such as the American 
Legion and VFW. Putnam wondered what 
kinds of social organizations would evolve 
to fill the social needs that used to be filled 
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by these organizations (or, alternatively, 
how organizations would re-invent them- 
selves to stay relevant). 

At that time Putnam believed the Internet 
might be one key to reestablishing connec- 
tions among people. He predicted that the 
Internet would either evolve into a “super 
telephone,” which would help to keep us con- 
nected, or a “super television,” which would 
further isolate us. Putnam noted that “You 
don’t make friends over the telephone,” but 
rather that telephones are used to keep us 
connected to people we already know. 

That was in 2005. In 2007 the iPhone 
was introduced, and, compared to what 
had come before, it was certainly a “super 
telephone.” The iPhone combined a tele- 
phone, a camera, a touchscreen computer, 
and an Internet connection in one pocket- 
sized device. Other smartphones followed, 
and they have revolutionized the multiple 
ways in which people communicate—not 
only voice and text messages, but also video 
chats, photographs and homemade movies 
delivered to one or multiple persons as soon 
as the images are captured. (And, contrary 
to what Putnam said above, you certainly 
can use any number of apps on your phone, 
including Grindr, to meet new people and 
make new friends as well.) 

Smartphones can increase our sense of 
connection to people far away, but what about 
real-life, local connectedness? Facebook, 
which was opened to the public shortly after 
the “social capital” column was published in 
2005, also could be considered part of that 
“super telephone” phenomenon (although 
smartphones also function as a “super tele- 


vison”). In a breathtakingly short time, Face- 
book has become a popular piece of Internet 
infrastructure used for maintaining our con- 
nections to our social networks, both local 
and long-distance. 

In the case of the Twin Cities leather com- 
munity, Facebook has become one of the pri- 
mary methods of publicizing real-life events 
where people actually show up in person 
and, like, you know, talk to each other face- 
to-face. Rather than replacing face-to-face 
social interaction and diluting community 
connections, Facebook is being used to facili- 
tate face-to-face interaction and to strengthen 
community connections. I consider that a 
positive development. 

There is also Fetlife, which debuted in 
2008 and which has been called the “kinky 
Facebook.” But I think it’s interesting to note 
that a large group of local gay leathermen 
use Facebook rather than (or in addition to) 
a more specialized social-media platform like 
Fetlife. Even with the limitations imposed by 
Facebook’s terms of service, Facebook can 
be made kinky enough to be useful. 

In 2005 I described a frequent topic of 
leather-community conversation: “What's 
happening to our community? Why are tradi- 
tional leather clubs graying, with few young- 
er members in sight? Why is it harder to find 
contestants for leather contests? Why does it 
seem as if people don't go out as often as they 
used to?” I am happy to report that the situ- 
ation does not seem as dire in 2014, a time 
when younger people are actively building 
“social capital” by using new technologies to 
perpetuate, evolve and strengthen the leath- 
er/BDSM/fetish community. B 
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BOOKS | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Legendary Locals of Pine City 
Nathan Johnson 

Arcadia Publishing 

$21.99 


For a town dating back to only 1881, Pine City has produced a 
wealth of notable people. Johnson offers stories of connec- 
tion of local denizens of this interesting and complex locale, 
just north of the Cities, population 3,127. Legendary GLBT 
locals include Ashley Ackley, former transgender soldier 
attempting to reenlist as another gender; Bob Mould, gay 
musician formerly lead singer of Hiisker Dii; Denise Nelsen, 
Pine City’s first female and lesbian firefighter and a former 
Ms. Natural Minnesota; Wally Lundin, whose 1996 murder 
in Minneapolis resulted in the founding of the Center for 
Homicide Research-the first place in the nation to study gay 
homicide. Pine City, town that “welcomes everyone,” invites 
you to connect. 


Hibernation: And Other Poems by Bear Bards 
Ed. Ron J. Suresha 

Bear Bones Books 

$18 


A total of forty bear bards contributed to this collection of 
more than one hundred predominantly free-verse poems 
encompassing the myriad aspects of ursine existence. 
Local writer Raymond Luczac, also a playwright and 
filmmaker, is the author of some fifteen books, including 
How to Kill Poetry. His poem, “Rapunzel’s Brother” offers a 
cold shadow of a dream made flesh, while Ron Mohring’s 
“Beardom” takes a wry look at getting older: “What a 
relief/to settle into fifty!” Daniel M. Jaffe’s short “Solo Act” 
is self-explanatory, and Rocco Russo’s “If I had the time” 
neatly juxtaposes lofty ideals with the inevitable constraints 
of daily chores and duties. The book offers the joy and 
sadness, wonder, humor, and grace that permeates all life, 
even that of bears. 


End of the Rainbow: Volume One 
Matt Cresswell and Thom Vollans 
Lethe Press 

$20 


On Canal Street, one finds the End of the Rainbow, where 
gather the assorted GLBTQ, and paraphernalia thereof 
sprung from the minds of creators Matt Cresswell and Thom 
Vollans. This omnibus represents the very first seventy-four 
issues of this eclectic web comic. The setting: End of the 
Rainbow, a GLBT bookshop on Canal Street, Manchester, 
England. This little cosmos is presided over by David, Rain- 
bow’s owner, his partner, Max, a teacher, and populated by 
a rainbow of ten quirky friends, students, and a miscellany 
of others, trans, polyamorous, simply amorous, on down 

to the shop cat, Puffin. The strip, in its second year, will be 
moving from weekly to twice-weekly, and will continue to 
feature guest artists and writers. Check it all out on www. 
endoftherainbowcomic.co.uk 


The Man Who Invented Rock Hudson: The Pretty Boys 
and Dirty Deals of Henry Willson 

Robert Hoffler 

University of Minnesota Press 

$19.95 


Through some 200 interviews, in prose spiced with 
tinsel-talk and his own eclectic wording (“bubble gum 
thaumaturgy,” “press funambulism”), Hoffle reconstructs 
the life of Hollywood agent Henry Willson (1911-1978). 
Eastern-educated, homosexual, and barely out of his teens 
when he reached Hollywood, Willson had an unerring eye 
for star quality in the rough diamonds pouring into town in 
the 1930s. He developed a stable of males, Rock Hudson, 
Tab Hunter, Troy Donahue (some women Lana Turner, 
Natalie Wood), the boys sharing his bed on their way to 
celluloid immortality. Of Turner he corrected, “I didn’t say 
she could act. I said she could be a movie star.” A portrait 
of the times, the difficulties of sexual variance, Willson’s 
and Hudson's careers illustrate some very hard truths. Bl 


PRESENTS 
THE 


10 YEAR PLAN 


SOMETIMES LOVE TAKES A LITTLE TIME 


From JC Calciano, the creator of IS IT JUST ME? eCUPID, AND STEAM ROOM STORIES 


Anew romantic comedy about two best friends who make a pact 
to be together if they are both still single in ten years time. 


www.T0yearplanmovie.com 


TUESDAY, JUNE 12 
Doors open: 6:45pm e Movie: 7:30pm 


HEIGHTSTHEATRE ey 


3951 Central Ave. NE е Columbia Heights 
(At the border of Northeast Minneapolis and Columbia Heights) 


TICKETS 


$10 Advance e $15 at the door (based on availability) 
Ticket stub gets you 2 for 1 at Dairy Queen next to theatre 
Purchase tickets at www.minneapolismoviebears.com 


Minneapolis 
Movie Bears 


Ticket sales benefit: ы Sponsored by: Roya Moltaji MetLife 
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BIG GAY NEWS | BY LAVENDER | BIGGAYNEWS.COM: YOUR GLBT WORLD NEWS 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM THE UNITED STATES: 
Michael Sam To Become First Openly Gay 
NFL Player 


NBC Bay Area reports that Michael Sam waited 
and waited as hours passed, rounds came and 
went, and eventually there were only eight more 
picks left on the third and final day of the NFL 
draft. Sam admits that being chosen as the 249% 
pick overall was frustrating, and while he did not 
come out and say that his previous announce- 
ment of his sexuality had anything to do with his 
late pick, many have wondered if that might have 
been the case. Still, Sam's signing to the St. Louis 
Rams made history, and his overjoyed kiss with 
his partner made news as well. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM KANSAS: 
Fourth Sibling In Phelps-Roper Clan 
Leaves Westboro Baptist Church 


LGBTQNation reports that Zach Phelps-Roper, 
the 23-year-old grandson of Westboro Baptist 
Church founder Fred Phelps, has left the church 
after 20 years of anti-gay preaching and picket- 
ing. Phelps-Roper, who had been brought to 
church pickets and marches since he was a very 
young child, said that he had recently begun to 
question the church's teachings after meeting a 
number of people from the GLBT community. He 
said that, contrary to what he had been taught 
about the evil and violence of homosexuals, he 
has found them to be “among the most loving and 
supportive people" he has met. Phelps-Roper left 
the WBC family compound in February, and has 
had only limited contact with his parents since. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM INDIANA: 
Indiana Must Still Recognize One Gay 
Marriage 


The Fort Wayne News-Sentinel reports that the 
state of Indiana must recognize a lesbian couple's 
out-of-state marriage throughout their legal fight 
to have one of the women named as a spouse on 
her terminally ill partner's death certificate. The 
Indiana attorney general's office said it would ap- 
peal the judge's ruling. The lesbian couple said: 
“We are so relieved. We are so thankful that we 
can move forward and concentrate on being 
with each other. Our time together and with our 


daughters is the most important thing in the 
world. I look forward to the day when all couples 
in Indiana have the freedom to marry." 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM NEW YORK: 
New York Names Queens Street After 
Pioneering Gay Rights Family 


LGBTQNation reports that a street in the Flush- 
ing neighborhood of Queens has been named in 
honor of he founder of PFLAG and her family. 
171* Street, between 33" and 35" Avenues, has 
been officially renamed as "Jeanne, Jules, Morty 
Manford PFLAG Way" out of respect for Jeanne 
and Jules Manford, who founded PFLAG in sup- 
port of their gay son Morty. Daniel Dromm, a 
member of the New York city council, said that 
the Manfords stood for family values and that he 
hopes that "this co-naming will not only honor 
the Manfords, but encourage all New Yorkers to 
stand up for equality." 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM RUSSIA: 
Conchita Wurst's Eurovision Victory 
Sparks Anger In Russia 


The Huffington Post reports that victory for Aus- 
tria's bearded transvestite Conchita Wurst at the 
Eurovision Song Contests prompted an outpour- 
ing of anti-gay anger from Russian politicians 
and stars on Sunday. Opinions ran from calling 
Wurst's victory "the end of Europe" to likening 
it to a “mental illness of contemporary society’ to 
saying that the future of Europe was “a bearded 
girl”. One supporter of Wurst was pop star Filipp 
Kirkorov, who produced Russia’s entry in the 
contest this year. He suggested that her victory 
should perhaps serve to help Russians reconsid- 
er their homophobic views and support of draco- 
nian anti-gay laws. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM GREAT BRITAIN: 
Step Forward Into Past For British Gay 
Couples - Coats Of Arms 


The New York Times reports that first, same-sex 
couples in Britain won the right to civil partner- 
ship, then to full marriage, and now they can 
have their own coats of arms. The College of 
Arms, which has guarded noble titles and in- 
signia since the 15" century, recently ruled that 


married same-sex couples are now allowed to 
combine their heraldic symbols as heterosexual 
couples have done for centuries. While this will 
only affect about 1 percent of Britons, the gay 
rights group Stonewall applauded the step, with 
media manager Richard Lane stating, “Most peo- 
ple would agree that this is a quirky, antiquated 
tradition, but it’s nice that this tradition has now 
caught up with the reality of modern Britain.” 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM JAPAN: 
Nintendo Says No to Gay Weddings in 
Upcoming Game 


Time Magazine reports that Nintendo delicately 
rebuffed requests from gay gamers and rights 
advocates to simulate same-sex weddings in its 
upcoming release, Tomodachi Life, saying that 
they “never intended to make any form of social 
commentary.” Dozens of countries across the 
globe now allow gay marriage, but it’s still not 
permitted in some virtual worlds. Nintendo has 
resisted calls from gay rights advocates to allow 
avatars in same sex relationships to marry in its 
new life simulator game. In the new game, an ava- 
tar called a “Mii” can go shopping, visit amuse- 
ment parks, and do just about anything, other 
than marry another avatar of the same sex. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM CRIMEA: 
Russia’s ‘Gay Propaganda’ Law Takes Ef- 
fect In Crimea 


Advocate.com reports that GLBT people in 
Crimea are now subject to Russia’s so-called 
“gay propaganda” law. Citizens of the peninsula 
recently voted to become part of Russia, and 
authorities have canceled an upcoming Pride 
march, along with announcing plans to create 
a “morality police”, implement censorship of 
social media, and close down GLBT clubs and 
organizations. Maxim Kornilov, a 29-year-old 
gay man, told reporters that “before Russian oc- 
cupation, it was really complicated to be a gay in 
Ukraine - that’s why I’m still in the closet and 
feel trapped. Now it’s absolutely unbearable.” 
Kornilov plans to flee to Turkey as soon as he 
can afford to do so. Bi 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


98 Percent 


We transgender folk call it “passing” the ability to easily present 
in the way that your brain’s been shouting is your “real” gender ever 
since you can remember. 

Some of us—like yours truly—care greatly about whether we 
pass. For others, passing doesn’t matter. I respect that, too. 

For me, designated male at birth and now transitioned to female, 
the question is whether a stranger would be inclined to guess that I 
was born with a penis instead of a vagina. 

In other words, how well do I “pass?” 

I often say that I pass “98 percent.” Thanks to estrogen and the 
miracles of plastic surgery, I have wonderful feminine bumps and 
curves. Throw in a nice blonde ponytail and eyes that only a mother 
could bestow on a daughter, and I'd be willing to challenge any new- 
comer to figure out my birth anatomy. 

That is, until I open my mouth. At that point, perceptions usually 
change. Puberty and genetics gave me pipes that are unmistakably 
masculine, even coarse. 

Ouch. Double ouch. Oh, how I absolutely detest my voice! 

Almost daily, I'm reminded about how I don't fit in 100 percent. If it 
isn’t an off glance from the coffee barista as she takes my order, it’s a 
sudden cold stare by the man responding to my reflexive “thank you” 
when he’s held open the door. 

And don’t even get me started on the reactions in elevators when I 
absentmindedly comment on Minnesota’s abysmal weather. 

Time and again, I so forget that I don’t sound like I look. You'd 
think that Pd learn by now. 

It would be relatively okay except that sometimes, my voice actu- 
ally puts me at risk. For example, as I bantered with the bartender at 
my favorite restaurant while waiting for a friend, a man appeared at 
my side. He said, “You look like a woman and act like a woman, but 
you sound like a dude. Are you a dude?” 

“No,” I answered. “I’m a woman, not a dude. Leave me alone.” 

The man persisted. “Are you sure you're пої a dude?” 

When annoyance started to give way to fear, I asked the bartender 
to intervene. He ordered the transgressor to move on. Thankfully, 
the man complied. 

I changed seats from the bar to a table. Afterward, I watched my 
accoster approach another single woman, leeching, flirting, obnoxious. 

While that made me feel a bit better, I was certain he didn’t ask 
that woman if she was a dude. 

More ouch. 


I have to deal with various vendors—plumbers, auto care people, a 
jeweler to fix a broken ring. I worry that my voice will influence how 
these folks perceive or deal with me. I sometimes wonder if human bias 
against what's *different"—the small mindedness that results in judging 
and exclusion— gets me the short end of things. Throw in that I’m some- 
times reluctant to be assertive—what for me used to be a very real male 
characteristic—and now you have a sense of how I let some things slide. 

Don’t make waves, I tell myself. 

All of this is far different from how I approached the world as a 
man. Back in my testosterone days, I pushed people around. I didn’t 
care what they thought; why should I? 

After all, I enjoyed white male privilege and exercised it regularly, 
sometimes to the detriment of others. 

I sure don’t miss being that person. He wasn’t the true me: a car- 
ing, compassionate and open soul. 

So let’s assume a fairy godmother knocked on my door one day. 
She’d grant me one wish— anything I could possibly want. 

I’ve often wondered: would I wish for a feminine voice? 

As it turns out, as much as my voice is a source of personal pain, 
I would keep it. Crucially, for a daughter—the one who's had great 
difficulty with my gender transition—my voice is the only thing she 
has left from her “old Dad.” I couldn’t possibly take that away and 
leave her with nothing. 

What’s more, my voice reminds me of something much needed, 
something that I didn’t quite understand when I lived as a man: my 
common humanity. 

Everyone has something about themselves that sets them apart 
from other humans. For some, it’s body weight or height or that bald 
spot which showed up last year. For others, it’s even more fundamen- 
tal—it could be skin color or a foreign accent or the emotional scars 
of growing up in an abusive household. 

My voice reminds me that I’m no different than anyone else. The 
odd looks that I get bind me to other people, many of whom are on 
the lower rungs of the ladder. I now have a faint sense of what it 
means to be the only person of color in the room. 

For me, who impatiently seeks to make a difference in the world, 
remembering my commonality with others is incredibly important. 
It grounds me. 

Thus I'll live with the voice. 

But what about that fairy godmother wish? 

I’m still working on it. в 
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DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


The Practical Heiress 


I’ve always loved the screwball comedies of the 1930s, even 
though the plot of most of the films is basically the same. They all 
play out as follows: madcapped heiress charms colorful cast of char- 
acters into a crazy scheme. Hilarity ensues. 

Ever since I was a girl, I patterned myself after these zany role 
models. I mastered the madcapped part easily, but aging relatives 
stubbornly refused to ink me into their wills, so I never achieved heir- 
ess status. And you really need that part of the equation to make it 
work. Because without a well-padded bank account, “madcap” trans- 
lates as “crazy.” 

Recently, though, I’ve come into a bit of an inheritance. As execu- 
tor of my parents’ estate (doesn’t “estate” make it seem so grand?!) 
I learned that they left me enough money to behave in a delightfully 
erratic fashion for a very short period of time. 

“Tm а multi-thousandaire!” I proclaimed to my girlfriend after the 
reading of the will. “Let’s get a butler.” I’ve always wanted a butler. 
For years I’ve led a quiet fantasy life accompanied by an imaginary 
butler, who scolds me sternly, but only because he has my best in- 
terests at heart. In my fantasy, my butler serves as my inner Greek 
chorus, tsking in disapproval at my antics and wisely offering life les- 
sons while he prepares my milk bath. 

My girlfriend glanced around our 1,000 square-foot cottage. 
“Where would we put a butler.” 

“We'll get a trundle bed and put it in our bedroom. That way he'll 
be right there if we need a drink of seltzer in the middle of the night.” 

“Since when do you drink seltzer?” 

“Since now! No more plain water for me! That’s for poor people.” 

She sighed and retired to the bedroom, leaving me on the back porch 


to plan my first adventure. "ТІЇ go to Morocco,” was my first thought. 

But after reflecting a moment, I realized that taking off to an exotic 
locale is more suited for a young heiresses with little life-experience. 
It’s not really for a middle-aged woman with suburban sensibilities 
and а 9 p.m. bedtime. Yes, I long to be a madcap! But it needs to be in 
a locale with decent plumbing and a low crime rate. “Maybe a week- 
end at a nice bed-and-breakfast in Duluth,” I reasoned. 

Next, I cast about on the Internet for foolish ways to spend my 
fortune. I found all kinds of great ideas. I could give it to that Nigerian 
prince who keeps sending me emails. However, just as I was about to 
divert a chunk of my inheritance to a ranch for orphaned sloths, my 
inner butler (who, at the moment, sounded suspiciously like my fa- 
ther) suggested it might be wiser to bank the funds in my retirement 
account. “There will be plenty of time to be madcap when you're 65,” 
he noted sagely. 

After following the imaginary butler’s advice, I realized that I 
hadn’t even put aside enough money to buy a seltzer, let alone waste 
foolishly on a new madcapped lifestyle. The entire inheritance was 
now sensibly stored in a tax-deferred account. Just the phrase “tax- 
deferred” put me in a funk. All these years I thought the only thing 
keeping me from being truly madcap was money. Now I realized that 
my real inheritance from my parents is my damned work ethic, deep- 
ly ingrained pragmatism, and an inability to be frivolous. 

But I slowly perked up when I remembered my second favorite 
movie genre: film noir. Now that I’m an heiress, surely someone is 
plotting to kill me! I glanced darkly at the bedroom, where my girl- 
friend lay waiting for me in a black negligee. Had I already told her 
that she is my beneficiary? m 


TROLIN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


¿SABE BUENOS 
CHISTES, SABE 
PISAR ОМА 


HOLA, SOY PERSO - 
NAJE DE VINETA 
"Ие ¿TIENES Ai 
Go? 


~ e pM = d a 
Do you know good jokes, can you step on 
a banana peel and trip? 
Racontes-tu de bonne blagues, sais-tu 
glisser sur une peau de banane et 
tomber? 


Hi, l'm a cartoon character... Do you have 
anything for me? 
Salut, je suis un personnage de bandes 
dessinées... Avez-vous quelque chose 
pour moi? 


POR RODRO 


¿SABE SALIR DE UNA f MEJOR PRUEBO 
EXPLOSION СРАМ COMO РОЈ. (те --- 


PUESTO 


SABE: 


Can you get away from an explosion? 
Enough! 
Sais-tu t'extirper d'une explosion? 
Ca suffit! 


know anything. 
Je devrais tenter ma chance en politique... ce 
poste ne requiert aucune compétence. 
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COTTAGE HOUSE е An Occasional Market 
• Next sale: GARDEN FLING - JUNE 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15. Wed. 1-7pm, Thur.- 
Fri. 10am-7pm, Sat.-Sun, 10am-ópm e 
4304 Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. 
www.thecottagehousempls.com. 


RESTAURANTS 


Royal Orchid Thai/Asian Cuisine - Voted 
Best Thai Food Twin Cities. Located 
4oth/Central Northeast. | Experience 
true flavors of Thailand with savory Thai 
curries and fresh made stir-fries. www. 
thebestthaifood.com, www.facebook.com/ 
royalorchidmn. (763)789-9999. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis (@ (612) 306-6323. 


TRAVEL 


Join in the fun where you leave your 
troubles and clothes behind. Visit Two 
Creeks Clothing Optional Campground, just 
north of the Twin Cities. Visit 2Creeks.com 
or call (763) 250-1122. 
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ADDICTION INFO & TREATMENT 


EMPLOYMENT 


HOME SERVICES 


Struggling with 
Addiction? 
Brighten your future — 
Contact us today. 


800-934-7554 
www. pride-institute.com 


NOVUS: 
ом Auto Glass Repair & Replacement Д 


Call us before you call your insurance! 
Convenient Mobile Service 


Brad White 952-288-4829 
www.novusglass.com 


(HAGENS 2222. 


Family Owned & Operated For Over 60 years! 
Free Estimates 
All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 


28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls 
(612) 872-6671 z 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


FITNESS 


The Best Gym in Town 


612.333.8181 
loscampeonesgym.com 


FLORAL SHOPS 


BARBERS 


A New Fashioned Barbershop 
2920 Bryant Ave S #105 • Minneapolis (Ў 


BarbersOnBryant.com 


Appointments 
Recommended 


Audie: 612.203.1880 


Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 


Celebrate summer with 
fresh flowers! 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


GUN SHOPS 


+ Fully stocked firearms dealer 

* Indoor shooting facilities 

• Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ММ. 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, MN - 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI • 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


DERMATOLOGY 


uptownoski 
skinspa 
dermatology er РЯ 
Education 
Experience 
Excellence 
...with a smile. 


Healthy Skin, it’s a 
Beautiful Thing! 


Jaime Davis, MD 


1221 W. Lake St., Suite 208, Mpls, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 * www.UptownDermatology.com 
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PLUMBING * HEATING • COOLING 


We're your expert home heating, 
cooling and plumbing company. 
612-424-9349 
uptownheatingandcooling.com 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage " Lot Clearing " Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
Cell: 612-998-3157 


e£ 


Serving you for 100 years! zsixce 1914 


GODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


SHEEP 


ARCHITECTU 


residential | commercial 


612.870.4081 shelterarchitecture.com 
651-188-1808 YE 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
ө other home maintenance 
епо job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


Home Efficiencies 


Windows p^ Y 


snap x 


A Н INDUSTRY LEADING 
construction inc. 
— " [t's that easy 


Siding 
Insulation 


Roofing 
Gutters 


THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


SPA SERVICES 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE • REPAIR 
CARPENTRY + KITCHENS + TILING + PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS + PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 


TODD OR LEE 
Cle el e e 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


LARPENTEUR 


ANIMAL HOSPITAL ^ ES 


"Because Our Pets are Family” 


Complete Medical, Dental and Surgical Care 
Free First Exam 

Dr. Dan Anderson, Dr. Julie Dahlke, 

Dr. Christy H utchins f 


1136 Larpenteur Ave. W. — - ~ vy 
651-487-3712 • lrpsstesranimalfiespitaLooni 


Just For Me Spa in Historic Stillwater 


* A Spacious Spa & Salon 
Perfect For Getaways, Bridal 
Parties, Corporate Meetings 

* Unique Spa Homes for 

+ Sale Stays 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 


INSURANCE 


BJORN WENDORFF 


INDEPENDENT INSURANCE AGENT 


You Discover OPTIONS WITH 
A FREE QUOTE 


LIFE e HOME e AUTO e BUSINESS 


612-237-8371 


BUORN@CARNEYINSURANCEMN.COM 
BJORNWENDORFF.COM 


AIGBRNEY, — 


ISURANCE SERVICES 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis _ 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


Davina M. Baldwin 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


AMERICAN FAMILY 
| INSURANCE | 


07497 9/13 


Kate Heffelfinger, MA, P.A. 


Licensed Psychologist 
Individual & Couples Therapy 


612.922.9100 
kate_heffelfinger@msn.com 


REAL ESTATE 


Knowledge • Honesty • Integrity 
Deb Casper, CRS ¿mx 


651-407-7864 А 4 
of. > e ск [B ме 


Free Consultation • RE/MAX Specialists 
www.DebCasper.com 


we FREE | 


GayRealE state -Instant Access to the Nations 
=> Top Gay € Lesbian Realtors. 
f Е Епа Your Perfect Agent Online: 


www.GayRealEstate.com 


SCOTT HAUBRICH (f 
BROKER a fa 
612-298-5400 


SCOTT@BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


Call me for your FREE Market Analysis 


TĒ 
www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


me ON 612.827.9537 


VIDEOGRAPHER 


The Videographer 


COMPLETE Professional! DISCREET 


20+ Years Experience 
763.561.2648 
www.videobyrsvp.com 


RSYP 


Advertise your business in 


<) THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


BIG 


GAY 
NEWS 


Follow us 
@biggaynews 


y 
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Community Connection 
brings visibility to local GLBT- 
friendly non-profit organiza- 
tions. To reserve your listing 
in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease 

of addiction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center x MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


L.I.F.E. Program (St. Josephs 
Hospital) 

Outpatient treatment, mental health 
services for the LGBT community. 
Suboxone and methadone clients 
welcome. 

45 W. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 326-3645 


www.healtheast.org 


ADOPTION SERVICES 


Minnesota Adoption Resource 

Network 

Finding families for Minnesota’s 

Waiting Children, providing pre-/ 
ost-adoption services since 1981. 
221 Nicollet Mall, Ste. 501 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 861-7115 


www.mnadopt.org 


Pinehaven Youth and Family 
Services, Inc. 
Foster Care and Adoption 
Agency serving a rainbow color 
Рае Training and support 
rovided. 
.O. Box 667 
Brainerd, MN 56401 (statewide) 
320-630-7340 or 218-821-1480 
www.pinehaven-mn.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. fies in Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-L1FE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 

AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(819) 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park_house_home 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

[612] 625-7472 


iv.umn.edu 


CONVENTION & VISITORS 
BUREAUS 


Meet Minneapolis 

Convention & Visitor Association. 
Free wedding service available! 
250 Marquette Ave. S., Ste. 1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(888) 676-6757 


www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Saint Paul 
"| Do Saint Paul" is your key to 
designing the wedding of your 
reams. 
175 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 
St. Paul, MN 28102 
(800) 627-6101 


www.visitsaintpaul.com 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 
commerce working to invigorate, 
build and paier lor a diverse 
business community. 

(612) 399-6827 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


William Mitchell College of 
Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We calll it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888).962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENT CENTERS 
American Swedish Institute, 


e 
Luxurious Turnblad Mansion, sleek 
Nelson Cultural Center - perfect 
settings for your next event, big or 


small. 
2600 Park Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-3368 


www.asimn.org 


The Klub Haus Private Club 
Weddings & Receptions at a 
beautiful venue. All extras at no 
additional cost! Outside catering 
allowed. 

1079 Rice Street 

Saint Paul, MN. 55117 
651.489.4808 

klubhaus.net 


FITNESS 

YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 
an inclu 

Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 


Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


sive, welcoming environment. 


GLBT HOMELESS YOUTH 

GLBT Host Home Program of 
Avenues for Homeless Youth 
Securing host homes for GLBT youth 
experiencing homelessness. Contact 
us to host or donate. 

1708 Oak Park Ave. N. 
Minneapolis, MN 55411 

(612) 522-1690 
www.GLBTHostHome.org 


HEALTH 8 WELLNESS 


Fairview Clinics 

More than 40 locations offering 
same-day appointments, 
extended hours and 24/7 
scheduling. 

2450 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 
(855) 324-7843 


www.fairview.org/clinic 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 

www.familytree 

HIM Program / Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
facebook.com/HIMProgram 
www.capsprogram.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 


www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


MPR $: The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
lassen] music. and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

1651) 290-1500 


www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University o 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 

Museum, Minnesota History 

Center, Northwest Company Fur Post, 
James J. Hill House and Historic Fort 
Snelling. They're located all around 
the state. Learn more at 
www.visitMNhistory.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Art is everywhere. You just need to 
now where to look. Expand your 

vision. Free admission. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Children's Theatre Company 
North America's flagship theatre 
for young audiences and families, 
offering year-round live theatre for 
ages 2-18. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 
The Cowles Center is the Twin 
Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 206-3600 


www.thecowlescenter.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Musicals and plays about the 
people and events that make up the 
American experience. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 

Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for 
developing artists and new work 
while sparking conversation about 
challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for 
artistic excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(80%) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 


rogram. 
501 S. 4th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 
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Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 

pertorming arts and educationa 

programs that enrich diverse 
udiences. 


a 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 

She Rock She Rock 

Music camps, classes, and 

supportive performance 

opportunities for female, trans and 
ender non-conforming folks. 

2115 Excelsior Blvd. #316 

Minneapolis, MN 55416 


jenny@sherocksherock.com 
www.sherocksherock.com 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Northern Lights Greyhound 

Adoption 

Fall in love again, with a 
reyhound! Let the matchmaking 
egin! Call today! 

(763) 7549754 


www.nlga-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love o 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growin congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, 
peace, community and proclaiming 
God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 

First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

It's a new day at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Hospitality. Beloved Community. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 

Mayflower Communi 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ 

An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 

106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. (1-35 8 
Diamond Lake Rd.) 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0761 


www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on СРЯ and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

і. Mark’s Welcomes You. 
us Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 


M 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


The Episcopal Church of 
Gethsemane 

Historic Building, Progressive Faith 
905 4th Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 332-5407 


amindtowork.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


United Theological Seminary 
Inspire your spiritual life. Bring your 
big questions. Certificate or degree 


program. and community education. 


000 5th St. NW 
New Brighton, MN 
(651) 633-4311 


www.unitedseminary.edu 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

A covenant network congregation, 
working toward a church as 
generous and just as God's grace. 
Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-3421 


www.westminstermpls.org 


SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS 


Minneapolis Movie Bears 
Social networking organization 
catering to the GLBT community for 
movies, theater, games and fun 
2830 W. 70 1/2 St. 

Richfield, MN 55423 

(612) 327-5340 


www.minneapolismoviebears.com 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 30 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business 
Association 

Explore Afton. Enjoy a day or 
weekend away. Historic Rivertown. 
Dining, Shopping, Lodging, Skiing, 
Golf, Events, Weddings. 

PO Box 102 

Afton, MN 55001 

(651) 436-8883 


www.exporeafton.com 


Discover Stillwater 

The perfect day trip...or weekend 
getaway! Historic Rivertown. 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Minutes 
from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
705 Harriet Dr. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
1651)-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Minneapolis Northwest CVB 
7100 Northland Circle, Ste. 102 
Minneapolis, MN 55428 

(763) 566-7722 

mplsnw.com 

into@mplsnw.com 

Located minutes from downtown 
Minneapolis. Popular destination 
for abundant shopping, unique 
restaurants, and FREE Parking. 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B’s. Attractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Marshall In Southwest MN 
Easy couples getaway. Three hours 
from the Twin Cities. Lots of locally 
owned shops and restaurants. 

317 W. Main St. 

Marshall, MN 

(507) 537-1865 
www.visitmarshallmn.com 
info@visitmarshallmn.com 


2005 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 


Numerous special events. 
13000 Zoo Blvd. 


Ы 


WWw.mnzoo.org 
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OUR VOICES 


THROUGH THESE EYES | BY JUSTIN JONES 


Wishing and Hoping and 
Planning and Dreaming 


I pucker my lips into a duck face. My face 
looks better like this. My cheekbones are 
more prominent this way. 

I'm in front of my bathroom mirror, shirt- 
less and doused with hairspray. My hair is 
slicked back in a not-slicked-back way. It’s sup- 
posed to be a pompadour, but “pompadour” 
sounds like I know what I’m doing. I don’t. 

My laptop patronizes me from my night- 
stand with the My Best Friend’s Wedding 
soundtrack: “Just wishin’ and hopin’ and 
thinkin’ and prayin’, plannin’ and dreamin’ 
/ His kiss is the start that won't get you into 
his heart...” 

I’m 27 but act like a teenage boy. I spend 
too much time in front of the mirror, double- 
and triple-checking my hair, combing it back 
and to the side again and again, looking at 
it from every angle, all to impress a guy on 
a date. 

When I deem my hair acceptable, I spend 
another ten minutes on it. And then it’s okay. 

Maybe. 

TIl probably tweak it more later. 

I spray on some cologne—YSL, three 
squirts—and flex in the mirror. I spent an 
inordinate amount of time at the gym today 
and my “muscles” are swollen. Га like them 
to stay like this. I want my date to see me 
this way, before the swelling goes down and 
I’m small again. Should I take a picture and 
send it to him? I could take one right here in 
the bathroom and naughtily caption it with, 
“Can’t wait to see you!” And then I can follow 
up with: “Also, marry me. Marry me while 
my muscles are swollen and my hair is fixed. 
No, really. Marry me. I need a man dammit!” 

I walk out of my bathroom and into my 
bedroom. I did a dress rehearsal earlier in the 
day: ten outfits tested in front of my bedroom 
mirror, none successful, and now I have clean 
shirts and pants strewn all over the floor. 


'The Ronettes start playing from my lap- 
top. “Be My Baby.” The song makes me want 
to live in a gay-friendly version of 1963. 

I walk into my closet and kneel down 
to rummage through clean laundry on the 
floor. I study every non-wrinkled article of 
clothing for several seconds, mentally pair- 
ing it with other clothes I have, then tossing 
it on the floor outside my closet. This activity 
is both consuming and stressful, but exciting 
nonetheless. 

A text message interrupts me. 

I walk—no, skip—into my bedroom just 
as the Ronettes hit the chorus, I snatch my 
phone off my nightstand and jump onto my 
bed, mouthing the words to the song, danc- 
ing while I open my text messages. The bed 
is my stage, and there is love on the dance 
floor. The boy is cute, and I do want him to 
be my baby. I do! 

Maybe. 

Okay, I met him at a bar and we've spent 
a grand total of 30 minutes together. But still. 

"Almost there!" reads the text. 

Pause. 

What? 

Wait. Almost there? No. No. No. I'm no- 
where close to being ready. 

The Ronettes stop playing (how long was 
I looking at clothes?) and my excitement 
turns into stress. 

I drop my phone onto my bed, run to 
my closet, and start filing through shirts on 
hangers. How far away is “almost there?" 
I mean, I don't know him. I don't know his 
idea of “almost there." “Almost there" could 
mean that he's five minutes away or ten or 
maybe he's just around the corner or maybe 
fifteen or... 

My phone starts ringing. I poke my head 
out of the closet and look at my phone on 
my comforter. His name is on the screen. 


Seriously? 

I hurry to my bed. *Can't Take My Eyes 
Off of You" starts playing from my computer. 
Loudly. 

Iunlock my phone while fumbling for the 
volume controls on my laptop. I stump my 
toe on one of the legs of my bed. 

“Hi. Hello? Hi," I say, hopping on one 
foot, phone in the crook of my neck, reach- 
ing for my computer. 

“Justin?” he says just as Frankie Valli 
blares the line, “You’re just too good to be 
true.” My date’s going to think I’m psycho. 

I mute the music and fall back onto my 
bed, pressing my stumped toe between my 
thumb and index finger. I squint my eyes to 
gut out the pain. Shit like this always hap- 
pens to me. Do І live in a fucking romantic 
comedy? 

“Hi, yes. Hi. Pm here,” I stutter. Pm so 
awkward. 

“You sound like you’re out of breath. You 
okay? I’m pulling up now.” 

Pulling up now? RIGHT NOW?! 

My heart’s racing. I’m out of breath. 
I’m sweating. My hair is messed up. I have 
nothing to wear. My meticulously made bed 
is now a mess. There’s a wet towel on my 
bathroom floor, hairspray and toothpaste on 
my bathroom sink, and clean clothes all over 
my bedroom. І also randomly realize that my 
kitchen sink is full of dirty dishes. 

“Great! Just buzz my number at the door 
and come on in,” I say happily, totally non- 
chalant. 

“Awesome. See ya soon, sexy!” he says 
and hangs up. 

I drop my phone on my chest, let go of 
my toe, look up at my ceiling, and pucker my 
lips into a duck face. m 


ThroughTheseEyes.JustinJones(dgmail.com 
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